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13 Ienmpanvrulii cocydapemeennulii apxus Pecnybnuxu Kasaxcman, ¢. 30., on. 6., 0. 38., w. 24.
14 LJenmpanvhulii cocyoapcmeennulii apxus Pecnyonuxu Kasaxcman, ¢. 30., on. 9., 0. 34., cmp. 3.
15 JenmpanvHuiii cocyoapcmeennulii apxus Pecnyonuxu Kazaxcman, ¢. 30., on. . 114., cmp.
16 lenmpanvrulii cocyoapemeennulii apxus Pecnyonuxu Kaszaxcman, ¢. 30., on. 2., 0. 128., us. 18.
17 LlenmpanvHutii cocyoapcmeennulii apxus Pecnyonuxu Kazaxcman, ¢. 30., on. . 163., cmp.
18 lenmpanvhuii cocyoapcmeennulii apxus Pecnyonuxu Kazaxcman, ¢. 30., on. . 179., cmp.
19 llenmpanvhutii cocydapemeennulii apxus Pecnyonuxu Kazaxcman, ¢. 30., on. . 171., cmp.
20 Lenmpanenwiii 2ocyoapcmeennwiii apxug Pecnyonuxu Kazaxcman, ¢b. 30., on. . 171., cmp.
21 Lenmpanwuwiti 20cyoapcmeennsiti apxue Pecnyonuku Kazaxcman, ¢b. 30., on. . 171, c. 90-
22 [{enmpanwwiti 20cyoapcmeennsiti apxue Pecnyonuku Kazaxcman, ¢b. 30., on. . 171., cmp.
23 lenmpanvnwiil 2ocyoapcmeennsiii apxus Pecnyonuxu Kazaxcman, ¢b. 30., on. . 16., cmp. 91.
24 [enmpanwuwiti 20cyoapcmeennsiti apxue Pecnyonuku Kazaxcman, ¢b. 30., on. . 151, cmp.
25 [enmpanwuwiti 20cyoapcmeennsiti apxue Pecnyonuku Kazaxcman, ¢b. 30., on. . 114, w.
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THE HISTORY OF THE EMERGENCE OF THE SAVROMATO-SARMATIAN TRIBES
BASED ON WRITTEN AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL DATA

Abstract

Sauromats inhabited Western Kazakhstan and the southern part of the Urals, along the Zhayyk and
Volga rivers in the VI-V centuries BC. Then, in the V-1l centuries BC, they moved to the northern part of
the Caspian Sea. This tribe was originally called Savromat, then renamed Sarmat. Therefore, scientists are
divided in opinion: some consider them to be one tribal union, while others consider them to be different
tribes. Of course, this is a separate topic for discussion. This article is devoted to the history of the origin of
the Savromato-Sarmatian tribe. The history of the emergence of the Sauromato-Sarmatians is one of the
urgent problems. In the writings of Herodotus, the mythical side of the origin of the Savromati tribe is
mentioned. And also, some scientists, relying on the data of archaeological research, consider the
Sauromato-Sarmatians as heirs of the tribes of the Bronze Age. This article examines the origin of the
Savromat- Sarmatian tribes based on ancient sources and articles written later.

Key words: Savromats, Sarmatians, Western Kazakhstan, written data, archaeological data,
nomads, burial grounds, barrow, culture.
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KA3BA ’KIOHE APXEOJIOT'UAJIBIK JEPEKTEP HEI'I3IHIE CABPOMAT-CAPMAT
TAWITAJIAPBIHBIH HIBIFY TETT

Anoamna

Caspomam-capmam maiinacol 6.3.0. VI-V 2acviprapoa Opan maywinviy oymycmiei, Kavvix, Eoin
e3enoepi Ootivt dcone bamvic Kazaxcman atimaseinoa emip cypin, 6.3.0. IV-III 2aceiprapoa Kacnuii
meni3iniy conmycmicine Kapaiu Kowwlc aydapa bacmazan Kewneni matinarapoviy 0ipi.  Tapux
KImanmapulHoa amaimvli MAunaHvly 0acmankploa caepomam Keuin capmam oen amaiamvliHOblebl
avimoliadvl. COHObIKMAH 2anbIMOapObly KellOipi cagpomammap Men capmammaposl 6ip maiina oOece
Kelibipnepi exeyi exi bonex maiina oezer nixkipoi ycmanaovl. byn apune o3 bacvina bonex 6ip macene. bizoep
OYl MAKANAHBL, CABPOMAM-CAPMAM MAUNAAPBIHLIY WbI2Y Me2iH Kapacmuvlpyea apran omuipmols. Hezizinen
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cagpomMam-capmMammapovly ubley meei Maceneci myuini wueieHicin, 6acvl OAUIAHEAH MAKLIPLINMAPObIY
0ipi Odecex Gonaowl. [lecenmen, I'epooommuiy eybecinOe Kenmipiieen AKnapiap caspomam maundacbiHbly
MApux CAXHACLIHA Kanal WbIKKAHObIZbIH Mugmix mypavioan cypemmen oOepedi. Convimer Kamap, OYn
MaceneHiy MYUIHIH wewty Ywin 2anuimMoapovly Oip Kamapvl apxeonocusivbliK 3epmmeynepee cylieHe omuipbin,
cagpomam-capmammapovl Koia 0dVipiHOe eMip CypeeH maunanapovly mypazepi peminoe Kapacmuipaobl.
Byn maxanaoa caspomam — capmam maiinaiapbiHuly wbley meei aHMUKAIbIK OepeKmep JcaHe Kelinel kezoe
JHCAZBLIZAH MAKATANAD He2i3iHOe KapacmulpblLi2aH.

Tyitin  co30ep: caspomam-capmammap, bamvic Kazaxcman, eaxcenci  acaszda Oepexmep,
apxeonocusiivlK, 0epekmep, Kouwnenoiiep, Kopbim, 00a, MaoeHuemn.

M.I'ypcou’
PhD, Mearcoynapoonsiii kazaxcko-mypeyxuil ynugepcumem umenu Xooxcu Axmeoa Acasu, nayuno-
uccnedosamenvckuill uncmumym apxeonozuu, muzaffer.gursoy@ayu.edu.kz

HUCTOPUA BOBHUKHOBEHUSA IIVIEMEH CABPOMATO-CAPMATOB HA OCHOBE
IIMNCBMEHHBIX U APXEOJIOI'MYECKHUX JAHHBIX

Annomayus

Caspomamui obumanu 3anaownwsiti Kazaxcman u 1dcHyto uacmo Ypana, 60oaw pek Aivik u Boneu 6
VI-V 66 00.1.5. 3amem, 6 IV-III 66 0.1.5 nepecenunucv 6 cesepuyto wacmev Kacnuiickoeo mops. Omo niems
UBHAYATILHO HA3bIBALACH CABPOMAM, 3ameM NepeumMeHo8anacs 6 capmam. Ilosmomy, yuenvle pazoenunucs 8o
MHEHUSIX: OOHU CHUMAIOM UX OOHUM NAEMEHHBIM COI030M, Opyeue dce Pa3HbLIMU NieMeHamMu. Imo, KOHeYHo,
omoenvHas mema Oas 00CyscoeHus. Jlannas cmamvs NOCEAUWEHA UCMOPUU NPOUCXOdNCOeHUe NIeMeHU
cagpomamo-capmamos. Hcmopusi 603HUKHOGEHUE CABPOMAMO-CAPMANOE ABIAEMCA 0OHOU U3 AKMYALbHbIX
npobnem. B mpyoax [epoooma ynomunaemcs mugpuyeckoe CMOPOHA NPOUCXONCOeHUE NIeMeHU
caspomamos. A makoice, HeKOmMOpble YueHble, ONUPAACL HA OAHHble APXe0N0SUHeCKUX UCCAeA08aHUll
PACCMamMpUBam cagpoMamo-capmamos 6 Kauyecmeo HACIeOHUKO8 NjeMeH OpoH308020 eekd. B smotl
cmamve paccmMampusaemcss NPOUCXOHCOEHUE CABPOMAMCKO — CAPMAMCKUX NIeMeH HA OCHO8e AHMUYHBIX
UCTNOYHUKO8 U cameli, HANUCaHHbIX No30Hee.

Knrouesvle cnoea: caspomamovl, capmamvl, 3anaouwii Kazaxcman, nucbMeHHble OaHHble,
apxeonozuyecKkue OaHHble, KOUEGHUKU, MOSUILHUKU, KYP2aH, KYIbmypd.

Introduction.

Savromat-Sarmatian tribes inhabited the territory from the Ustirt, Aktobe, Mangistau steppes to
western Kazakhstan, (map 1) from the southern Ural region to the northern Black Sea. This tribe lived next
door to the Scythians in the West and the Saks in the South. In the western region of Kazakhstan, there are
many burial grounds and burial grounds belonging to the savromat-Sarmatian tribes. These mounds are one
of the monuments of ancient agriculture, political and economic relations with neighboring countries,
material and spiritual culture.

156



mailto:muzaffer.gursoy@ayu.edu.kz

BECTHUK KasHIIY um. Abas, cepus « Mcmopuueckue u coyuanrvHo-noaumuveckue naykuy, Nel(72), 2022 e.

v‘ ] 5 8 ——— W 2xi By . -
X9 SCYTHIAN TERRITORIAL EXPANSE, c. 700-300 BCE
i\ \ {/ t e f

! - . _Finno - Ugrian Peoples ¢ N
y e .

B

> n <

Baltic Plains p
E B & |-t

Takamakan Desert I Scythian sphere of control
.~ Scythian area of dominance
g = ~ W Persian Empire ¢. 500 BCE
Tl i [ Greek sphere of influence
B S

42 important Scythian site \
f y Syrian Desert ,' LAYV S~ © notable Greek city.or colony,

1 N

' e VAL
WORLD HISTORY
ENCYCLOPEDIA

According to the natural environment in which the savromat-Sarmatian tribes lived, nomadic and
semi-nomadic cattle breeding was carried out. The farm raised a lot of sheep and horses. This is stated by S.
Zholdasbayuly in his bookas following [1, p.68-70]: "it cannot be said that the first savromats and the last
Sarmatians, who occupied a large area from the Ural steppes to the Danube, had the same agriculture
everywhere."

Savromat-Sarmatian tribes lived in wintering grounds. They lived in houses dug out of the ground
and covered with reeds. There were also houses made of reeds and wood. According to the information
provided by S. Zholdasbayuly with reference to Strabo, they had a yurt and chariots. This, in turn, indicates
the continuity with modern Kazakh culture. Therefore, it is very important to study and study the origin of
this tribe.

The purpose of the article.

The purpose of writing this article is to study the origins of the Savromat-Sarmatian tribes, which
played a huge role in the formation of the Kazakh people on the basis of ancient written sources and
archaeological materials. In addition, the second purpose of the article is to emphasize the importance of this
community in terms of the history of Kazakhstan by comparing the culture of the savromat-sarmatians with
the Kazakh culture.

Research methodology and methods.

For these purposes, resources were collected by visiting the M.Otemisulu University library, the
Olketanu Museum in West Kazakhstan and the Margulan Archaeological Institute in Almaty. Archive
materials (excavation reports from the Soviet and Independence years) on the excavation of Sarmatian
kurgans were provided from the Olketanu Museum of West Kazakhstan and the Margulan Archaeological
Institute in Almaty. Books and articles were obtained from the library of Otemisulu University. And also,
material was collected from the fund of the central library of Almaty. A comparative analysis and
systematization was carried out. A map related to the article was also prepared.

Research about the topic.

The first information about this tribe is found in the works of such ancient authors as Herodotus, Strabo,
Pseudo-Hippocrates, Pseudoscilac, Eudoxus, Heraclid, Pontinsky and Theophrastus. Especially in Herodotus
book" History", there are legendary facts about the origin of the Savromat-Sarmatians. This work is the most
ancient source for revealing the content of our topic [1, p.68-70].

Arabs
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Map 1 - Savromat-territory of the Sarmatian settlement
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Research related to Savromat-Sarmatian Archaeology began in the X1X-XX centuries. As a result of
excavations in the regions of the northern Black Sea, the Ural region, the northern Caspian Sea and
Kazakhstan, archaeologists have differentiated the spiritual and material culture of this tribe, determined the
processes and chronology of cultural development. In particular, B. N. Grakov proposed a general four-stage
chronology of the Savromat-Sarmatian tribes, based on the specifics of their burial structures, burial
traditions and material world:

1. The savromat period or Blumenfeld - VI-IV centuries BC.

2. Savromat-Sarmatian or Prokhorov period-1V-11 Centuries BC.

3. The middle Sarmatian period or Suslov - 1l BC - Il Centuries BC.

4. The late Sarmatian period or Shipov — Il — IV centuries BC [2, p.104-106].

Since this proposal is generally supported by the majority, this chronology is taken as a basis in the research
papers.

As for the excavations in the west of Kazakhstan and the works published on the theme of Savromat-
Sarmatian, the first burial mounds in the west of the country were excavated during Russian Kingdom by
members of the "Orenburg scientific archival Commission", whose reports are published in certain issues of
the Journal "The works of Orenburg scientific archival Commission" [3, 4, 5]. These reports indicate the
diameter, height of the burial mounds, how human skeletons were laid, and what was found. However, there
are no drawings or drawings about them.

Excavations that began during Russian kingdom continued in the Soviet period. Most of the
excavations of this period were carried out mainly in the former Urals and modern West Kazakhstan region
by such scientists as P. S. Rykov [6], G. I. Bagrikov [7], G. A. Kushaev and B. F. Zhelezchikov [8].

G. A. Kushaev published brief reports of the mounds he excavated in some issues of the magazine
"archaeological discovery". However, the greatest work of G. A. Kushayev was published in 1993 as a result
of excavations carried out for twenty years under the Title "Study of the ancient history of the steppe" [9]. In
this monograph, the burial mounds excavated in the Ural region are considered in chronological order,
providing valuable information about the early Iron Age and the Middle Ages.

One of the scientists who conducted large-scale research in the Ural region was B. F.
Zhelezchikov. Together with this scientist V. A. Kriger, in the 1970s and 1980s, he excavated many burial
grounds in such burial grounds as Kos-Oba, Belaya Gora, Kysyk-kamys, Novopavlovka, Tau, Zharsuat and
Alabastrova. During these years, research work was also carried out in the Lebedevska necropolis by M. G.
Moshkova, B. F. Zhelezchikov and V. A. Kriger. The results of the burial mounds of Kos-Oba, Belaya Gora,
Kysyk-kamys, Novopavlovka, Tau, Zharsuat and Alabastrova were published by B. F. Zhelezchikov in the
work "archaeological monuments of the Ural region" [10], and the results of the burial mounds of Lebedevka
were published by B. F. Zhelezchikov, V. M. Klepikov and I. V. Sergatskov in the work "Drevnost of
Lebedevka (VI-11 centuries BC, he was appointed as the first president of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Both
monographs include mounds dating back to the 5th - 3rd centuries BC. From these monographs, you can get
information about the features of the structure of Savromat-sarmatian tombs, their distribution and burial
customs.

In the early 70s, archaeological research was also carried out in the Aktobe region. It should be
noted that M. K. Kadyrbayev and Z.H.Kurmankulov discovered numerous Savromat-sarmatian burial
grounds on the Left Bank of the Elek River, such as Sintas, Bes Oba, Zhalgyz Oba and Kumissai.

These mounds are attributed to savromats, some of the results of which were published in the
Journal "The past of Kazakhstan on archaeological sources"” [12, p.137-156] and "the remoteness of Eurasia
in Scypho — Sarmat time" [13, p.84].In his article, M. K. Kadyrbayev compared the architecture of tombs
and objects found in the Sintas and Bes Oba burial mounds. Thus, it is noted that the characteristic structures
of these tombs are similar to those of Uygarak in the Aral Sea region and Shilikty burial ground in the East
Kazakhstan region. Therefore, these articles allow us to learn about "tombstones like roofs on Earth".

Research work in Aktobe region was carried out in 1986-2000 under the leadership of S. Y
Gutsalov and A. A. Bisembayev in such burial grounds as Zhamankargaly, Shpaki, Shygys Kuraili, Tselinny,
Tanabergen and Akzhar. As a result of the study, S. Y. Gutsalov published many articles, as well as the
monograph "The Ancient Nomads of the Southern Ural VII — | centuries BC " [14]. In this monograph, a
typology of arrows, swords, daggers, mirrors and ceramics was developed, and a general burial tradition was
touched upon.

Although archaeological research in western Kazakhstan slowed down by the end of the Soviet
era, it began to revive after independence. In 1999, academician Z. Samashev in Atyrau region, with the
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support of the administration and oil companies, excavated the araltobe burial ground and published valuable
materials. These materials showed that the mound did not belong to an ordinary person, but to the Savromat-
sarmatian King. This mound was published by academician Z. Samashev in the work "Treasures of Steppe
leaders, Issyk, Berel, Shilikty, Araltobe" [15, p.160-170].

Another of the rich tombs belonging to the Sarmatian culture was excavated and studied by M. N.
Sdykov and Ya.A.Lukpanova in the Taksai necropolis, located in the Terekti District of the West Kazakhstan
region. Archaeologists have found gold ornaments made in the "animal style" in this burial site, describing it
in the work "ancient nomads of western Kazakhstan (on the example of the Taksai | burial complex) [16].

The above information not only explains the unique place of the Savromat-sarmatian tribes in the
history of Kazakhstan, but also shows the high potential of the Savromat-sarmatian tribes in the formation of
cultural and spiritual values. From this point of view, it is important to consider the origin of these tribes.
Therefore, the author set himself the goal of writing this article. As a result, there are two different views on
the appearance of this tribe on the stage of history. After that, this topic was systematically discussed in two
chapters: "the origin of the Savromat-sarmatian tribes according to written sources” and "the origin of the
Savromat-sarmatian tribes according to archaeological sources".

Research results

Origin of the Savromat-sarmatian tribes according to written sources

Research on the origin of the savromat-Sarmatian tribes dates back to the middle of the XIX century,
which was mainly studied by Western scientists. Most of the research was collected by the Turkish scientist
Ilhami Durmush in his work "Sarmatians". Since it was not possible to access the original, we decided to
give a number of the data provided by Ilhami Durmush below. Ilhami Durmush was one of the first Western
researchers to mention the Grotto. Grotto's work, published in 1857, described the Sarmatians as a nomadic
tribe, saying that "their customs, tactics of war and determination resemble the Scythians. He speaks one
dialect of the Scythian language. Women themselves, like men, clash with their enemies. The Sarmatians, as
a result of the merger of the Amazons with the Scythians, must have entered the stage of history.” In
addition, a scientist named Mordman conducted a study on this topic, referring to his work "Amazon",
published in 1862, " how long the Amazons lived on the banks of the Don River in the north of the Caucasus
Mountains, when exactly they belonged to the stage of history and the way of life is unknown.

However, the Sarmatian women went hunting with the men. They didn't do much household chores.
There is not much difference between the peoples living in the Stavrapol region and the way of life of the
savromats, who previously lived. Therefore, the Nogais may be the heir to the savromats. They are closer to
each other in terms of their settled areas than in terms of their way of life, kinship. In connection with the
topic raised, Mommsen was quoted as saying: "the opportunities provided by the vast steppe and nature
allowed the various tribes that lived here to form nomadic cattle breeding.

The nomads moved to grassland for animal husbandry. These were the ancestors of the modern
Kazakh people. The Scythians in this place belong to the Ural Altai group. Traditions and appearance
resemble the peoples of modern Siberia. After the Scythians in the Great Steppe, the Sarmatians entered the
stage of history and moved from East to West. Although they are considered relatives of the Persians, they
are mostly ethnically mixed tribes."Research on the origin of the Sarmatian tribes of savromat continued
until the XIX century. Ilhami Durmush mentioned one of the words of Meyer, a researcher of antiquity,
about the Sarmatians. "The Sarmatians, who lived between the Don and Danube rivers, should be closer to
the Iranian peoples. But judging by the information given by Heradot and Hypocrates, it is clear that the
Sarmatians interacted with the Finnish Mongol peoples in terms of Customs and appearance. In addition, the
Sarmatians used some words that were not similar to the Iranian language. Therefore, the Sarmatians are
called a mixed people.” And the scientist named Minns attributed the Sarmatians to the Ural-Altai group, and
Krechmer-to the Iranian peoples [23, p.55].

As we have seen above, a number of researchers of the ethnic origin of the Sarmatians attributed to
the Ural Altai and a number of Iranian peoples. Some of them even considered the ancestors of the Kazakh
people .

If we look at the written sources, it is clear that initially the Savromats and then the Sarmatians
appeared on the stage of history. The name Savromat is first found in the book of the famous Greek historian
Heradot. The name Sarmatian can be seen in the works of such ancient authors as Strabo, Pseudo-
Hippocrates, Polyene, Pseudoscilac, Eudox, Pseudoscilac, Heraclid, Pontinsky and Theophrastus [1, p.68].
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In general, a number of scientists try to determine the origin of the Savromat -sarmatians on the basis
of information about the Scythians and Amazons, given in the book of Heradot [17, p.110]. Some of them
are found in the monuments of the Bronze Age near the southern Urals and the Volga River.

In addition, in connection with the political events of the 5th and 4th centuries BC, it is assumed that
new ethnic elements from the east of the Ural mountains and the Aral Sea influenced the savromat tribes
living in the southern Urals and on the banks of the Volga river, hence the emergence of the Sarmatian
culture [18, p.169]. Below, on the basis of written and archaeological data, we look at how the savromats and
then the sarmatians first appeared on the stage of history.

Although there are several opinions in scientific circles about the origin of the Savromat-sarmatians
(for example, B. N. Grakov reports that the savromat tribes appeared after the assimilation of the Meots near
Azouly by the Scythians), there are two of them. In the course of our article, only two opinions were
expressed. According to the first opinion presented on the basis of the book of Heradot, the Greeks who won
the Battle of Fermadon captured the Amazons and boarded three ships and went to the open sea. On the way
back to Greece, the Amazons freed themselves from captivity and attacked the Greeks themselves, killing
them all. The Amazons, who had never sailed before, could not control the ship, but flew away from the land
of the Scythians, flying in the direction of the wind. The Amazons, who came ashore, seized a herd of horses
and began to engage in piracy in the country of the Scythians. The Scythians do not know their form, their
language. During the war, the Scythians, who examined the corpses of fallen enemies, were convinced that
they were fighting with female warriors. After that, the Scythians themselves held a meeting and decided that
they should no longer kill the Amazons, but marry young Scythians. After that, friendly relations between
the Scythians and the Amazons begin to develop. The Scythians, trying to decide this moment for their own
benefit, propose to the Amazons to marry them. This proposal was followed by the words: "we cannot sit
with the women in your homes, our customs are different from each other. We throw spears, shoot bows, and
ride horses, but we don't know what women do. Your women can't do any of what we say. The woman is
busy with her work.The woman sits in a chariot, goes hunting and does not go anywhere else. So we can't
agree with them. But if you want to marry us, go and take from your fathers the things that belongs to you,
and we will live here in our own way»' they answered. The Scythian guys, following what they said, moved
from the Azauly (Azov) area (map 1) across the Don River and settled in a three-day zone in the East [17,
p.110-115]. Scientists note that this area corresponds to the modern southern Urals. In fact, many graves of
female warriors were excavated from the 4th century BC in the Volga region and the southern Urals [19,
p.119]. A number of scientists who have considered such archaeological and written data in connection with
each other say that the savromats came from the marriage of these Scythians and Amazons.Another point to
consider in this part is that it arose on the basis of political events mentioned in written sources. This opinion
is expressed not about the origin of the savromats, but about the origin of the Sarmatians or how the
Sarmatian culture was formed.

Ilhami Durmush, referring to Hypocrates, wrote that " the Scythians who lived near the Azov Sea
were called savromat. He said, " the Daughters of savromat ride a horse, shoot a bow, swing a sword on a
horse and fight the enemy. Three people don't get married until they kill. According to traditions, she lives in
the same house with her husband, sacrificing one animal. After marriage, he stops riding in case of non-
martial law. There is no right breast. After all, mothers heat one device made of bronze and press it to their
breasts in infancy. Thus, breast maturation is prevented. All the strength is concentrated in the right shoulder
and arm. Savromats live in four-or six-wheeled chariots. Some chariots have two rooms, some have three
rooms. It is resistant to rain and snow. The carts are filled with children and women. They are fed by two or
three pairs of hornless oxen, and horses travel on horseback. When they find grass for their animals
somewhere, they settle there, and when the grass is exhausted, they move back. He eats ripe meat and drinks
the mare's milk. It is from this milk that the so-called "Hippace" makes cheese."

Ilhami Durmush, calling the information given by Hypocrates valuable, concluded that" the
Savromats are similar to the Huns in terms of their nomadic lifestyle, living in felt houses, engaged in horse
and sheep farming, archery on horseback, swinging swords, drinking mare's milk."

Another source quoted by hypocrates is that the Sarmatians spend most of their time on horseback
and wear trousers. Based on this information, scientists also drew attention to the fact that the savromats
were similar to the Huns in terms of clothing culture [23, p.56].

Imaccording to the law of savromat, no girl can marry without killing her enemy, and some women who fail to ful fill
such a duty die of old age as a girl."
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As we have already mentioned, several political events took place in Eurasia in the 5th and 4th
centuries BC. The most important of them is the war between Darius, King of the Achaemenid Empire in
517 BC, and the massagets living near the island. The massagets, who were defeated in this war, migrated to
western Kazakhstan [20, p.32]. In particular, this migration affected the savromat culture, which led to the
emergence of the Sarmatian culture [16, p.83; 21, p.70]. After this political event, massaget traditions
emerged in western Kazakhstan and the southern Urals.For example, directing the heads of the dead to the
South, Group burials, and frequent use of wood in the grave [22, p.28-30]. Although these changes in the
southern Urals confirm assumptions about the origin of the Sarmatians, the absence of temples, cross-shaped
structures and sculptures characteristic of the Aral region indicates that the savromat culture was influenced
only to a certain extent by the massegets. The above information allows us to assume that the savromats and
sarmatians are one tribe. The fact that the savromats were sarmatians who lived in the following centuries is
widely supported in scientific circles also confirms the above assumption [23, p.49].

Origin of the Savromat-armatian tribes according to archaeological data

As we have already mentioned, the second opinion is related to archaeological data. According to this
view, the savromats, Andron near the southern Urals and along the Volga River as a result of their
integration into the history of the culture of the Kimi (one of the cultures of the Bronze Age in the southern
regions of Russia) are considered to have entered the stage. This is stated in the works of such scientists as S.
Zholdasbayuly [1, p.70], M. Sdykov [16, p.70], K. F. Smirnov [24, p.192] and T. Sulimirsky [21, p.37]. It is
written by S. Zholdasbayuly "according to archaeological research, there is an opinion that the origin of the
Savromat-sarmatian tribes is a continuation of the tribes of the time of the Andron and Kimi culture." K. F.
Smirnov considered this issue on the basis of burial traditions, burial constructions and anthropological data.
In particular, pointing to the fact that the orientation of the heads of the dead to the West, which is
characteristic of the Bronze Age, the burial of objects such as chalk, realgar, coal, as well as the laying of
organic matter under the dead and the construction of wooden structures on top continued by the savromats,
he claimed that this tribe originated on the basis of the culture of the Bronze Age [24, p.182-188]. M. Sdykov
noted the savromats living in the southern Ural region as the heirs of the Andron and Kimi culture. It is
argued that this can be evidenced by the fact that vessels with ohra, limestone and the sign of the fylfot on
the surface, which are characteristic of the Bronze Age, were also used in the savromat period. In addition,
the use of Bronze Age burial mounds by the savromats as burial sites is associated with kinship, i.e.
inheritance [21, p.70].

Conclusion

In general, the value of ancient written sources and archaeological materials to determine the origin
of the savromats and sarmatians is not disputed today. When we look at the information left by Herodotus, it
is clear that the savromats are descendants of the Scythians and Amazons. But since ancient times,
Herodotus has been criticized for his work and his position on each topic. He was even called the "father of
lies" as a nickname. Therefore, we believe that the words of Herodotus about the origin of the savromat-
sarmatians should be considered critically. However, in the mounds of the Bronze Age, the discovery of
additional graves buried on top of or in the layer of graves belonging to the savromats [24, p.75], as well as
the laying of ohra, limestone and dishes with the sign of the fylfot on the surface in accordance with the
traditions of the Bronze Age, is a very important information.[16, p.70]. Based on the data, it is logical to
consider the savromat-sarmatians to be descendants of tribes that lived in the Bronze Age on the banks of the
southern Urals and Volga rivers[25].

Although we welcome the idea that the Sarmatians originated as a result of migration, we believe
that it should not be justified only by mandatory migration or occupation. In the formation of sarmatian
culture, it is necessary to ignore the cultural relations that took place during the savromat period. Judging
from the point of view of cultural relations on this issue, we can say that the savromats went through the
process of culturization, preserving their culture. If this view is found to be correct, then it is clear that the
tribes called sarmatians are one tribe, because of a number of material and spiritual differences between them
and the savromats.
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