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EAST KAZAKHSTAN LOCAL HISTORY STUDIES IN THE XX CENTURY
(HISTORIOGRAPHY AND GENERAL HISTORY MATERIALS)

Abstract

The article is an overview of research in local history the relevance of which is stipulated by the
Ruhani Zhangyru National Program, declaring that, to provide development of spiritual culture and
education, reconstruction and research of significant historic, cultural and architectural monuments is
particularly relevant for the Motherland.

The article is a historiographic review of works on the formation and development of local history in
East Kazakhstan. Some issues of research in local history are found in thematically diverse works: the
history of the Semipalatinsk branch of the Russian Geographical Society (and the Society for the Study of
Kazakhstan), the history of East Kazakhstan regional, city, district, school, factory museums, and
archives.

The contribution of famous local historians, scientists, archivists, writers and journalists to the study
of Eastern Kazakhstan is revealed.
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XX FACBIPJATBI IBIFBIC KABAKCTAHJATBI OJIKETAHY
(TAPUXHAMAYT A )KOHE KAJIIIBI TAPUXKA KATBICTbBI MATEPUAJIIAP).

Anoamna

By makanana TyrFaH eJIKeHIH TapuXbIH 3epTTey OOMBIHINA FabIMAAPIBIH €HOCKTEepl YCHIHBUFaH.
Pyxanu xoHe 6iniM Oepy caachlH 1amMbITy MakcatbiHaa OTaH YIIiH epeKile MaHbI3bI 0ap eleyii Tapuxu-
MOJICHH JKOHE CAyJIET €CKEPTKILITEPIH KaiTa KYpy *OHE FBUIBIMU 3€pPTTEY KaXXeT EKEHAIrl alThlUIFaH
«Pyxanu XKanurpipy» ¥1nTThIK bargapnaMacsl TaKbIPBIITHI €pEKILe TYPAE ©3€KTi eTeli.

byn wmakamama Ilerreic Ka3sakcTaHmarbl eJIKeTaHYABIH KaJbIITACybl MEH JaMybl Typajbl
3epTTEYLIIepAiH TapuXHAMaJbIK IIOJMYBl aHBIKTANIBL. OJIKETaHy 3epTTeyJepiHiH Keibip Mocemnenepi
TaKBIPBINTHIK OaFbITHI OOMBIHIIA opTYpai eHOekTepae kepceriiren: Opsic ['eorpadusiibik KoraMbiHBIH
Cewmeit prummansiably (koHe KazakcTanmpl 3epTTey KOFaMbIHBIH) Tapuxbl, IIsFeic KazakcTan 0OJIBICTHIK
MYpaKalJIapbIHbIH, OJIKEMI3IH KaJaJblK, ayJaHAbIK, MEKTEIN, "3aybITTBHIK' MYpa)kailIapelHBIH MEH
MYparaTTapbl TAapUXBI.

Ilerpic  KaszakcTaHHBIH —~ 3epTTEyiHIEri  OeNTiUli  OJIKeTaHYIIbIIApABIH,  FaJIBIMIAp/bIH,
MYparaTIIbIIap/IbIH, )Ka3ylIblUIap MEH XKYPHAIUCTEPIiH YIIeci KOPCEeTiIL.

Tyiiin ce3gep: enkeTaHy, eJIKETaHyIIbLIap, MyparaTrrap, KOp, OYEepK, Mypakaill, TapuxHama,
Oportopa.
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KPAEBEJIEHHUE B BOCTOYHOM KA3AXCTAHE XX BEKA
(MATEPHAJIBI, KACAIOHIIUECSA UCTOPUOTPA®UN U UCTOPUMN)

Annomayus

B nanHoii cTatbe mpeacTaBieHB! TPYAbl YUCHBIX MO U3YyYEHUIO UCTOPUHU pOIHOTO Kpas. OcoObeHHO
akTyanusupyet temy npunaras HanuonanwHas [Iporpamma «Pyxanu XKaHfbIpy», B KOTOpOW TOBOPHUTCH,
YTO B IIETSIX Pa3BUTHS JIyXOBHOH W 00pa3oBaTeNbHOUM cdepbl HEOOXOAMMO BOCCO3JIaHME W HAaydHOE
MCCIIEIOBAaHNE 3HAUYUTEIBHBIX HCTOPUKO-KYJIBTYPHBIX U aPXUTEKTYPHBIX MaMSITHUKOB, HMEIOIIUX 0coboe
3HayeHue 19 PoauHEL.

B naHHOH cTaThe BBIABIACH HCTOpHOrpaduyecKuii 0030p HCCIIeA0BaTE]IeH O CTAaHOBJICHUHM U
pasButuu KpaeseneHus B Bocrounom Kazaxcrane. OTaenpHbIe BOIPOCH! KPaeBEUECKHUX HCCIEN0BaHUI B
TOW WJIM MHOH Mepe, OTPaXEHBI B TPYaX, pa3HOOOPa3HBIX MO TEMaTHYECKON HAIPaBICHHOCTH: UCTOPUS
Cemumnanaruackoro ¢unuana PO (n OGmectBa m3ydyenus: Kazaxcrana), uctopusi 00IacTHBIX My3eeB
Bocrounoro Ka3zaxcrana, ropoAcKuX, palOHHBIX, IIKOJIBHBIX, «3aBOJACKUX» MY3€€B U apXUBOB Kpasl.

IloxazaH BKIax W3BECTHBIX KpPAaeBENOB, YUYEHBIX, APXMUBUCTOB, MHCATENEW W JKYpPHAIHCTOB B
uccienoBanny Boctounoro Kazaxcrana.

KioueBbie cjioBa: KpaeBejeHUe, KpaeBelbl, apXwBbl, (QOHI, OYepK, My3eH, ucropuorpadus,
Opormtopa.

The history of regional studies of East Kazakhstan was first in the focus of independent research in
1989, in R.S. Fedorova’s dissertation of the Candidate of Historical Sciences, where the subject of
research was the historic period outlined from the first millennium to the new era (starting from the news
of Herodotus) and until October 1917 [1].

In 2002, the Pavlodar collection published R.S. Fedorova’s article The First Stages of Formation and
Development of Soviet Regional Studies in Kazakhstan (December 1919 to April 25, 1938): the Positive
and Negative Experience (Stanovlenie | razvitie, na pervykh etapakh, sovetskogo kraevedenia v
Kazakhstane (ot dekabrya 1919 goda do 25 aprelya 1938 goda)) [2, 83-89].

In her article, R.S. Fedorova stated that the chronological framework of her work is “prompted” by
sources she worked with. Referring to Kh.l. Bisenova’s Ph.D. thesis, she emphasized: “The first attempt
the Soviet government made to create for Kazakhstan a scientific center of its own was made in
December 1919. Then, in Orenburg, at Kirvoenkomat they established the “Historical and Statistical
Department” with the goal of studying the ‘Kyrgyz issues’ [2, 83-84].

Of other works, directly related to the topic, of primary interest are those reflecting the history of the
Semipalatinsk branch of the Russian Geographical Society (and the Society for the Study of Kazakhstan).
After all, his ‘mission’ of local historian began at the very beginning of the twentieth century and ceased
at the end of 1941 [3].

The Semipalatinsk branch of the West Siberian Department of the Russian Geographical Society
commemorated its 10" anniversary with a special Chronicle (Letopis’). It was placed in the Notes of the
branch in 1912. This Chronicle gives many details from the life of the department, beginning in 1902 [4].

There is also Scientific Chronicle (Nauchnye khroniki), as well as Reports (Otchyoty) published in
the Notes (Zametki) of the Semipalatinsk branch of the Russian Geographical Society, with data on the
history of its activities [5; 6; 7]. Priest B.G. Gerasimov (1872-1938), a well-known local historian, was
mainly involved in their compilation.

Of all B.G. Gerasimov’s works on the history of the Semipalatinsk branch of the Russian
Geographical Society (before it became a Department of the Society for the Study of Kazakhstan), the
essay, published in Kzyl-Orda by the Society for the Study of Kazakhstan in 1927, the 25" anniversary of
the Semipalatinsk Geographical Association, is of particular historiographic value [8].



In 1974, on the pages of a scientific journal, Zh.K. Kasymbaev and F. Malikov published the article
“From the History of the Establishment and Activities of the Semipalatinsk Branch of the West Siberian
Division of the Russian Geographical Society” (lz istorii otkrytiya i deyatelnosti Semipalatinskogo
podotdela Russkogo Geograficheskogo Obshchestva). This was one of the first special works, written not
by members of the society, but by researchers of its history, who accompanied their narrative with
references to the sources used [9].

In 1990, in the published abstracts of his report at a scientific conference, A.K. Abilev shared his
vision of The Contribution of the Semipalatinsk Branch of the West Siberian Department of the Russian
Geographical Society to the Scientific Study of Kazakhstan (Vklad Semipalatinskogo podotdela Zapadno-
Sibirskogo otdela Russkogo Geograficheskogo Obshchestva v nauchnoe izuchenie Kazakhstana) [10].

The Semipalatinsk Scientific Society, established in 1902, had a direct relationship with the activities
of the Russian Geographical Society for at least 27 years (until May 1929), and a little more than 22 years
(until May - September 1924) with the activities of its West Siberian Department). This circumstance
obliges researchers, when considering the history of the Semipalatinsk Geographic Association, to refer to
the sources that contains information on the Russian Geographical Society and the history of its West
Siberian department.

Of the works addressing the history of the West Siberian (Omsk) department of the Russian
Geographical Society, the author of this article considers the publication of V.F. Semenov’s Essay on the
Fifty Years of Activities of the West Siberian Department of the State Russian Geographical Society.
1877-1927.” (Ocherk pyatidesyatiletnei deyatelnosti Zapadno-Sibirskogo otdela gosudarstvennogo
Russkogo Geograficheskogo Obshchestva. 1877-1927) [11].

The work most closely related to the history of the Russian Geographical Society is E. Zh.
Valikhanov’s The Activities of the Russian Geographical Society in Studies of the Economic and Social
Status of the Kazakh People at the Turn of the XIX-XX Centuries (Deyatelnost Russkogo
Geograficheskogo Obshchestva po izucheniyu ekonomicheskogo | obshchestvennogo polozheniya
kazakhskogo naroda na rubezhe X1X-XX vekov) [12].

Reviewing literature related to the historiography of the history of the Semipalatinsk branch of the
Russian Geographical Society (and the Society for the Study of Kazakhstan), we cannot but mention two
articles written by an author of this article on this issue.

L.P. Turova published the first of her articles in Pavlodar, in 2002, under the name The History of the
Semipalatinsk Public Center for Local History in its “Reports”, the Chronicle, the “Scientific
Chronicles and “Essays™ Published in 1903-1931.” [13].

The second article by L.P. Turova, published in Almaty in 2003, was called Semipalatinsk Branch of
the Russian Geographical Society and the Society for the Study of Kazakhstan (1902-1941)
(Semipalatinskiy filial Pusskogo Georaficheskogo obshchestva i obshchestva izuchenia Kazakhstana)
[14].

B.G. Gerasimov was also the writer of the first publications on the history of museums in East
Kazakhstan and their local history activities.

In 1913, B.G. Gerasimov’s article Private Museums of the Semipalatinsk Region was published in
Irkutsk [15].

In 1914, in three issues of the Semipalatinskiy Krai, B.G. Gerasimov wrote about the unique
Semipalatinsk Museum of the Beloslyudov Brothers (Semipalatinskiy muzei bratyev Beloslyudovykh) [16;
17; 18].

The issue was also researched by another famous local historian, S.E. Chernykh who wrote an essay
on the Beloslyudov brothers. The essay was published in 1981. As a result, in the historiography of the
history of museums of East Kazakhstan, three published works with data on related objects of study are of
great significance [19].

The works of B.G. Gerasimov (1913-1914), who was the first to publish some information on the
history of museum development in East Kazakhstan, A.A. Adrianov’s A Brief Historical Outline of the
Semipalatinsk Museum (Kratkiy istoricheskiy ocherk Semipalatinskogo muzeya), published in the Works
on the Semipalatinsk District Museum (Trudy Semipalatinskogo okruzhnogo muzeya), was added in 1929
[20].

In 1977, in Alma-Ata, N.P. Ivlev’s book acquaited the reader with The First ‘Museum’ of Dostoevsky
(Pervy ‘muzei’ Dostoevskogo) It was an exhibition of the gifts of the disgraced writer left by him to his
commander (A.l. Geybovich) in July 1859, before leaving Semipalatinsk. The exhibition of F.M.
Dostoevsky’s gifts, as well as an archaeological collection was displayed by A.l. Geibovich in his
quarters, in Ayaguz-Sergiopol, where he was transferred in the autumn of 1859 [21].



In the 1980s, S.Sh. Akhmetova, in an article, dedicated to the history of local history studies in
Kazakhstan museums, drew attention to some details of the Semipalatinsk Museum history [22, 67-72].

In 1984, in the series History of the Cities of Kazakhstan (Istoriya gorodov Kazakhstana), the book
Semipalatinsk was published. The editorial board of this publication included scientists from the
Academy of Sciences: V.Ya. Basin, A.S. Elagin (executive editor), K.N. Nurpeisov, and N.M. Lukyanov
[23].

Semipalatinsk also contains information on the history of the main museums of the city, with
clarifications of their names, at the time they appeared and in the early 1980s: Semipalatinsk Regional
Museum - Semipalatinsk Historical and Local Lore Museum; Abay Kunanbayev Memorial Museum —
Abay National Literary and Memorial Museum; Dostoevsky House-Museum - F.M. Dostoevsky Literary
and Memorial Museum [23, 145-146, 196-197, 220-221].

On the threshold of the XXI century, in East Kazakhstan as well as in some national daily
newspapers, journalists (often in the form of interviews) gave information about the history of almost all
regional museums in East Kazakhstan, about the history of some of the city, district, school and factory
museums of the region, e.g. M. Alipinova, after interviewing Yu. Nevzorov, the Moscow collector who
contributed much to establishing a modern museum of fine arts in Semipalatinsk, headlined her article on
the Man and the Museum as July Nevzorov: My Collection is in Good Hands (Juliy Nevzorov — moya
kollektsiya v nadyozhnykh rukakh) [ 24].

P. Bortnik and A. Kratenko devoted several of their newspaper articles to the East Kazakhstan
Regional Ethnography Museum [25; 26].

S. Veretennikova, N. Mikheeva and D. Shavleva presented their works on the history of the
foundation of the East Kazakhstan Regional History and Local Lore Museum in Ust-Kamenogorsk, on its
activities in different years and in different fields of science [27; 28; 295].

In local newspapers, L. Kostyuk, L. Semenova and O. Temirbaeva, among other authors, informed
the reader of the history of the regional art museum in Ust-Kamenogorsk and drew attention to its various
activities [30; 31; 32].

In their articles in the Kazakhstanskaya Pravda and the Rudny Altai, K. Akzhasarov, Yu. Burykh, A.
Lukhtanov, N. Mikheev, L. Polomoshnova, N. Sidorov and V. Shevchenko dwelled on some “pages’ from
the history of the Zyryanovsk and Ridder museums of local history, of the Tarbagatai district museum of
local history, of the Museum of History of the ULBA Metallurgy Plant, and of the Ridder branch of the
Museum of Kazzinc JSC History [33; 34; 35; 362; 37; 38; 39].

In the Kazakhstanskaya Pravda and the Rudny Altai, A. Kratenko, L. Chasnykh and D. Shavleva
wrote about the transformation of the Great Abay Memorial Museum into the State Historical, Cultural
and Literary Memorial Reserve Museum Zhidebay Borli, and the history of the establishment of the
Oralkhan Bokey House-Museum in Chinguistai, opened on October 6, 2003, in the Katon-Karagai district
of East Kazakhstan region [40, 41, 42].

The Rudny Altai articles by Sh. Azmukhambetov, A. Kratenko, K. Kudaibergenov, V. Shlyakhova
and G. Shmunk presented interesting information on the history of a number of school museums of the
region — those of Toktamys aul (the Abay district), of the village of Leninka (the Ulan district), of the
village of Uba-forpost (the Borodulikhinsky district), of the villages of Vydrikha and Rulikha, Sugatovka
and Korosteli (the Shemonaikhinsky district) [43; 44; 45; 46; 47; 48; 49; 50].

In the last decade of the past century and in the first years of the XXI century, in Semipalatinsk, Ust-
Kamenogorsk and Shemonaikha, several brochures and articles in collections devoted to the history of
museums of East Kazakhstan were published [51; 52; 53].

Among new publications there are books with information on the general history of museums in East
Kazakhstan, with the disclosure of their role in research and educational activities in the region [54; 55].

The overview of the data on the history of East Kazakhstan museums and their local history
activities let us note that:

a) almost all of the works (1913-2003) are, essentially, memories, stories of museum employees, and
are mostly journalists’ articles, not written by museum representatives; b) the first generalizations, with
only some data on the general history of museums in East Kazakhstan, appeared at the very beginning of
the XXI century.

The first article with data on the history of archival centers of East Kazakhstan regional studies
appeared in 1927. N.Ya. Konshin gave it a headline in the form of a question: What can Semipalatinsk
archives give local history research? He gave the answer to the question in the work, pointing out
specific facilities of some funds of the named archive within the framework of a specific historic period
[56].



Six years later, not in Semipalatinsk, but in Alma-Ata, G. Temchenko published the guide to the
archives of Semipalatinsk, expressively headlined Witnesses of the Past [57].

In 1988, to N.Ya. Konshina’s and G. Temchenko’s works, two more papers were added, one of
which became a new guide to the archives of the Semipalatinsk region [58], and the second one was - the
first reference-book dedicated to the archives of the East Kazakhstan region, the administrative unit that
emerged in October 1939 and functioned until May 1997 [59].

Both of the above-mentioned works are still used for their intended purpose - as reference books.
However, it does not at all prevent them from being perceived as historiographic sources (containing
information not only on the history of archival collections, collections, but also on the history of the
archives themselves).

After 1988, the Semipalatinsk archives were written about at least twice. In 1990, a brochure with
the title The State Archive of the Semipalatinsk Region is 70 years old appeared [60]. In 2000, the booklet
Center for Documentation of the Recent History of the East Kazakhstan Region was published. It
described what is called now the Semipalatinsk Regional State Archive [61].

The available publications on the history of East Kazakhstan archives enable one to come to the
conclusion that there have not been any purely historiographic publications, nor there have been any
publications in the press that addressed the general history of the archives of the region, with an analysis
of their contribution to local history study.
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