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RAIMZHAN MARSEKOV'S WORK IN THE NEWSPAPER "KAZAK" (1913-1918) 
 

Abstract 
The article addresses a significant and contemporary issue - the study of the creative legacy of 

Raimzhan Marsekov. Despite the interest exhibited by the general public, historians, and social 
scientists in his life and work, the full extent of Marsekov's contributions and his role in the socio-
political life of Kazakhstan remains insufficiently explored. His extensive scientific and cultural 
heritage as a scholar, jurist, and publicist warrants further examination. An analysis of his published 
scholarly works suggests that the issues he raised in periodicals have not been adequately developed 
in the academic discourse.  

Within the pages of the « Qazaq» newspaper, Marsekov articulated his views on various matters, 
including land policy, governance, Kazakh literature, and the Kazakh language. The primary objective 
of his articles was to educate the Kazakh people on pressing issues such as the legally unjust 
resettlement policies of Tsarist Russia, the double standards in court decisions regarding Kazakhs, the 
true nature of the judicial system, and a comparative analysis of different governmental systems 
worldwide. Furthermore, he explored the nature of literature, its historical development among the 
Kazakhs, and its current state. Marsekov likened literature to a mirror, reflecting the customs and 
traditions of the people. 

In his works, Marsekov was the first to propose a periodization of Kazakh literature, identifying 
three distinct stages in its evolution. He also emphasized the crucial importance of language, asserting 
that in order to preserve independence, the Kazakh people must relentlessly pursue education and 
cultural advancement. He believed that this pursuit should primarily focus on the development of 
literature in the native Kazakh language. 

Keywords: Kazakhstan, «Qazaq» newspaper, land issue, government structure, power, Kazakh 
language, resettlement management, religion, national liberation movement, court 
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РАЙЫМЖАН МАРСЕКОВТЫҢ "ҚАЗАҚ" ГАЗЕТІНДЕГІ ҚЫЗМЕТІ (1913-1918 ЖЖ.) 
 

Аңдатпа 
Мақала өзекті мәселе – Райымжан Мәрсековтың шығармашылық мұрасын зерттеуге 

арналған. Р.Мәрсековтың өмірі мен шығармашылығына қалың жұртшылық, тарихшылар, 
қоғамтанушылар қызығушылық танытқанымен, оның Қазақстанның қоғамдық-саяси өміріне 
қосқан үлесі мен рөлі әлі толық зерттелген жоқ. Оның ғалым, заңгер, публицист ретіндегі бай 
ғылыми-мәдени мұрасы қамтуды қажет етеді. Ол жариялаған ғылыми әдебиеттерді талдау 
оның мерзімді баспасөз беттерінде қарастырған мәселелері жеткілікті дәрежеде дамымаған 
деген қорытынды жасауға мүмкіндік береді. 

Р.Мәрсеков «Қазақ» газетінің беттерінде жер, мемлекеттік құрылым, қазақ әдебиеті мен 
тілі туралы ой-пікірлерін жариялады. Оның мақалаларының негізгі мақсаты – қазақ халқын 
патшалықтың заңсыз, құқықтық тұрғыдан қоныстандыру саясаты; қазақтарға қатысты сот 
істері бойынша шешімдер қабылдаудағы қос стандарттар; сот жүйесінің шынайы болмысын 
түсіндіру; дүние жүзіндегі елдердегі әртүрлі басқару жүйелерін талдау; әдебиет деген не, 
бұрын қазақ үшін қандай болды, қазір қандай күйде. Ол әдебиетті халықтың салт-дәстүрін 
көрсететін айнаға теңейді. 

Р.Мәрсеков өз еңбектерінде қазақ әдебиетінің үш кезеңін анықтай отырып, кезеңдік 
кезеңді алғаш рет көрсеткен. Тәуелсіздікті сақтау үшін білімге, жалпы мәдениетке бар күш-
қуатымыз бен құрал-жабдықпен ұмтылу керек деп есептей отырып, тілге де үлкен мән берді, 
оған жету үшін ең алдымен ана тіліміздегі әдебиетті дамытумен айналысуымыз керек. 

Түйінді сөздер: Қазақстан, «Қазақ» газеті, жер мәселесі, мемлекеттік құрылым, билік, 
қазақ тілі, қоныс аудару ісі, дін, ұлт-азаттық қозғалыс, сот 
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ДЕЯТЕЛЬНОСТЬ РАЙЫМЖАНА МАРСЕКОВА В ГАЗЕТЕ «ҚАЗАҚ» 

(1913-1918 гг.) 
 

Аннотация 
Статья посвящена актуальной проблеме ‒ изучению творческого наследия Райымжана 

Марсекова. Несмотря на интерес широкой общественности, историков, обществоведов к жизни 
и деятельности Р. Марсекова, его вклад и роль в общественно-политической жизни Казахстана 
еще до конца не изучена. Его богатое научно-культурное наследие ученого, юриста, публициста 
требует освещения. Анализ опубликованной им научной литературы позволяет сделать вывод о 
недостаточной разработанности рассматриваемых им в периодической печати проблем.  

На страницах газеты «Қазақ» Р. Марсеков публиковал идеи о земле, государственном 
устройстве, казахской литературе и языке. Основной целью его статей является просвещение 
казахского народа в таких вопросах, как незаконная с точки зрения права переселенческая 
политика царизма; двойные стандарты в решениях по судебным делам в отношении казахов; 
разъяснение истинной сущности судебной системы; анализ различных систем 
государственного устройства стран мира; что такое литература, какой она была у казахов в 
прошлом, в каком состоянии она сейчас. Он сравнивает литературу с зеркалом, в котором 
отражаются обычаи и традиции народа. 

В своих трудах Р. Марсеков впервые дает периодизацию казахской литературы, выделяя в 
ней три этапа. Также важное значение он придавал языку, считая, что для сохранения само-
стоятельности нам необходимо всеми силами и средствами стремиться к просвещению и общей 
культуре, для этого мы обязаны первым делом заняться развитием литературы на родном языке. 

Ключевые слова: Казахстан, газета «Қазақ», земельный вопрос, государственное 
устройство, власть, казахский язык, переселенческое управление, религия, национально-
освободительное движение, суд 

 
Introduction. One of the important stages in the life of R. Marsekov was the cooperation with 

the newspaper "Kazak". 
The newspaper was founded in 1913, its ideologist and inspirer were Alikhan Bukeikhanov, 

Akhmet Baitursynov and Mirzhakyp Dulatov. On January 5, 1913, Governor-General Sukhomlinov 
notified the military governor of the Ural region that, according to circular order No. 1458 dated 
December 9, 1905, "to Kyrgyz No. 8 of the village of Kzylzhingelsky volost, Turgai region, Mustafa 
Akhmetovich Urazaev, under the responsible, in full, editorship of Kyrgyz No. 5 of the village of 
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Tursun volost, Turgai district and the region of Akhmet Baitursunov, it is allowed to publish in 
Orenburg weekly newspaper "in the Kyrgyz language, called "Kazak" (Kyrghiz)". 

The program of the statement, approved for publication, included the publication of instructions 
and government orders, coverage of the work of the State Duma and the State Council, "external and 
internal news", the publication of articles "on the history and way of life of the Kyrgyz", history, 
ethnography, culture of the Kazakh people, coverage of issues of economics, public education 
("mektebe, language, literature"), education in the field of medicine, hygiene, and veterinary issues. In 
addition, the publication's program included the publication of feuilletons, the publication of 
correspondence and telegrams, and local chronicles [1, P. 40]. 

 
Methods and materials.  
The methodological basis for writing the work was the works devoted to the problems of R. 

Marsekov's educational activities on the pages of the newspaper "Kazak", his contribution and role in 
the socio-political life of Kazakhstan during this period.  

The main principles used by the authors are: a comprehensive analysis of the events and 
phenomena studied, objectivity, the problem-chronological method, historicism, comparative 
historical and systematic methods were widely used. Their use in the study made it possible to 
analyze historical facts and phenomena in the context of the events described at that time. 

P. Marsekov published his articles under the pseudonyms "M.R.", "ROM", "Rayymzhan", 
"Rayymzhan-kara", "ROM-kara", "RM". 

During the period under review, R. Marsekov developed as a theorist and presented his own 
interpretation of the fundamental issues of the socio-economic and political life of the region. Like 
other intellectuals of that time (A. Baitursynov, A. Bukeikhanov, A. Beremzhanov, M. Dulatov, 
H.Dosmukhamedov, and others), R. Marsekov turned to those aspects of society that not only made it 
possible to explain the processes taking place to newspaper readers, but also to develop scientific 
forecasts of social development. Marsekov, as the author of the articles, was distinguished by his 
excellent knowledge of historical material, familiarity with world sociological and philosophical 
literature, exceptional breadth of erudition, and insight into the very essence of the analyzed material. 
He had a brilliant gift as a polemicist, skillfully defending his views against his opponents. 

 
Results. The newspaper "Kazak", setting itself broad cultural and educational objectives, at the 

same time, highlighted the core issue - the fate and future of the Kazakhs as an emerging ethnic group 
[2, P. 22]. 

The publishers clearly outlined the task-to carry out propaganda among Kazakh-Kyrgyz [2, P. 24]. 
They believed that in order to preserve independence, "we need to strive with all our might and 

means for enlightenment and general culture; for this, we must first engage in the development of 
literature in our native language [2, P. 35], as stated in one of the issues for 1914: "newspaper 
“Kazak” from the day it was published He makes certain efforts to achieve his goal in the world". The 
absolute indicator of this work was its circulation. According to the data published in the newspaper, 
it had a large readership, with a circulation of by the end of 1913 three thousand seven copies; in 
some cases it reached eight thousand copies [3, P. 52]. 

According to the same data, by the beginning of 1914, more than 83.8% of subscribers were in 
the Turgai region, Semey, Akmola, Syrdarya and the Urals. In the Inner Urals, Zhetys there were 
between 4.5% and 5.2% subscribers. In addition, the newspaper was read in Ferghana, Samarkand, 
Transcaspia, Orenburg, Ufa, Kazan, St. Petersburg, Moscow, Tomsk. Although the percentage of 
readers here was small and ranged from 0.1-0.2% (Moscow, St. Petersburg, Samarkand) to 1.2% in 
Orenburg. 

Thus, judging by the data published in the newspaper, the majority of the newspaper's readers 
came to the Steppe region. In the first years of its publication, well-known people from all over the 
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steppe, Akhmet Baitursynov, Alikhan Bukeikhanov, Mirzhakyp Dulatov, Dr. Aubakir Aldiyarov, Dr. 
Argyngazy Poshtaev, Dr. Khalel Dosmukhamedov, Dr. Dulatsha Kusebagaliev, Dr. Binkevich, sworn 
attorney Raimzhan Marsekov, engineer Mukhamedzhan Tynyshpaev, Shakirim Kudaiberdiev and 
others, worked fruitfully for the benefit of the people of this newspaper. 

R. Marsekov published his articles under the pseudonyms "M.R.", "ROM", "Rayymzhan", 
"Rayymzhan-kara", "ROM-kara", "R.M.". 

During the period under review, R. Marsekov developed as a theorist and presented his own 
interpretation of the fundamental issues of the socio-economic and political life of the region. Like 
other intellectuals of that time (A. N. Baitursynov, A. N. Bukeikhanov, A. N. Beremzhanov,                
M. N. Dulatov, H. N. Dosmukhamedov, and others), R. Marsekov turned to those aspects of society 
that not only made it possible to explain the processes taking place to newspaper readers, but also to 
develop scientific forecasts of social development. R. Marsekov, as the author of the articles, was 
distinguished by his excellent knowledge of historical material, familiarity with world sociological 
and philosophical literature, exceptional breadth of erudition and insight into the very essence of the 
analyzed material. He had a brilliant gift as a polemicist, skillfully defending his views in the fight 
against his opponents. 

In his article "Kazak kaida bara zhatyr?"He opposes the arbitrariness of local officials and the 
judicial system, and describes a specific case and the fate of a resident of Aigyrzhal district who spent 
four months in Semipalatinsk prison. Explaining to the reader, he tries to answer the question: what 
are the reasons for the arrest, who determined such a punishment. The victim himself, as it turns out, 
did not know this. Protesting against arbitrariness, R. Marsekov says that a man was convicted of 
stealing a camel, for theft that the latter did not commit. An experienced lawyer born in Marsekov’s 
argues that the conviction is erroneous, since the perpetrators were not even summoned to court, and 
the verdict was pronounced verbally in gross violation of procedural rules. What to do when 
deception is rampant and lawlessness reigns supreme? A poor man cannot protect not only his cattle, 
but also his loved ones. Women are being trafficked like cattle, families are being destroyed, society 
is disintegrating, complete immorality reigns, and basic human rights are being violated. And such a 
fate, says R.  Marsekov, is reserved for every poor Kazakh. 

R. Marsekov sees a way out of this situation in educating his people, while he emphasizes the 
role of youth. "Modern youth," he says, "only you can help poor people by showing them the way to 
enlightenment, justice, and honest work" [4, P. 62]. 

R. Marsekov, like many figures of his era, did not stay away from discussing and unblocking the 
resettlement policy of the Romanov House in Kazakhstan [4, P. 62].  His articles "Zher maseli", 
"konysynan ayrylgan kazak zhaiy" were devoted to this problem. In the article "Zher maselesi" 
("About the Land") The author believes that the agrarian issue is one of the key issues in the fate of 
the people. He correctly notes that the problem is becoming more urgent from year to year, becoming 
more acute with the mass migration of peasants from the interior of Russia. 

The resettlement department, the author believes, is more concerned with the issues of the 
peasants, and pays little attention to the Kazakhs, "who wished to receive land in order to move to 
settlement." At the same time, the author correctly noted the trend of that time. On the one hand, the 
Kazakhs, according to the author, had been beating the thresholds for three to four years and could not 
get an answer to their application for land, on the other hand, the Kazakhs who received the land 
"were in no hurry to move to settlement, still engaged in cattle breeding" [5, P. 2]. 

However, this does not give the right to refuse the fair demands of the Kazakhs. Kazakhs often 
asked in their statements to allocate them the lands on which they had been nomadic since ancient 
times, others tried, according to the author, to expand their lands. This caused numerous disputes, 
which is what officials use, allocating them lands that are not suitable for cultivation. 

Using specific examples, R. Marsekov reveals the mechanism of work of the resettlement 
administration. He gave an example of the residents of village No.2 Ust-Kamenogorsk district, 
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Airtava volost. The inhabitants of this village declared their desire to receive land. The land was 
allocated to them, this decision was approved by the county commission. Moreover, the performers 
wanted to take from the population "a paper stating that they agree to receive any land that they are 
allocated." To which the latter did not agree. When they saw the plots allocated to them, they were 
extremely excited. The plots were located in a mountainous area, littered with rocks, and there was a 
road nearby. "It is impossible not only to sow on such land, but also to raise livestock," they wrote in 
their appeal to the regional commission. According to R. Marsekov, this policy leads to the 
impoverishment of the masses [5, P. 2]. 

It is characteristic that the author does not call for the forcible seizure of land, but tries to influence 
the system within the framework of the law, believing that the resettlement administration should stop 
the policy of hindering Kazakhs in their pursuit of a culture of settlement. This is not surprising, since in 
his worldview, outlook, and worldview, R. Marsekov shared the ideology of liberalism. This is very 
clearly seen in his article dated 1916. In it, he talks about the facts of the expulsion of Kazakhs from 
their lands, tries to defend the positions of Kazakhs, considering cases that were generally typical of that 
time about the seizure of land from residents of Baskundik village, Pavlodar district, Semipalatinsk 
region. By the decision of the district commission, the land was seized from the latter with the wording 
"for the special benefit of the treasury." R. Marsekov further writes: "the owner of the winter quarters 
was offered 12,140 rubles, while there were 299 families in the village. Per family, it will be 40 rubles 
and 60 kopecks. Some families received this amount, but 120 families received nothing at all. And this 
litigation has been going on for five years now" [5, P. 2]. 

Considering this particular case, R. Marsekov appeals to the letter of the law, moreover, he 
considers the issue more broadly. He writes that according to article 120 of the Steppe Regulations, it 
says: "If nomadic peoples have surplus land, they will be transferred to the land administration." R. 
Marsekov insists that Kazakhs do not have excess land, nomads do not do that. What should I do in 
this situation? He believes that the law cannot help here, because the arbitrariness of officials reigns 
supreme. "If the latter want to," says ot, "then there will be a surplus. It is not the law that governs 
people, but people who come up with tricks to commit lawlessness." 

The only way out, the hope for R. Marsekov, is the work of the State Duma. Perhaps she will 
hear and understand the problem. "And for this," says R. Marsekov, "we need to send deputies to the 
Duma, we need to ring all the bells, and then maybe someone will hear. It is necessary for the child to 
cry louder so that the mother can hear" [6, P. 126]. 

Thus, R. Marsekov appealed to the State Duma, seeing it as a legislative body rather than an 
advisory one. 

During the period under review, one of the main problems in public thought was the problem of 
political power. The range of its solutions was very wide - from the recognition of monarchical sole 
power as the only possible and necessary form of power for Russia, to the denial of any form of power. 

Questions about the nature and forms of political power are more or less present in the works of 
representatives of the national intelligentsia. R. Marsekov saw his mission in shaping public opinion 
and educating his people. At the same time, it seems to us, he belonged to those sensible intellectuals 
who were aware of the difficulties of democratizing Russia and sought to cooperate with the 
authorities, while relying on the interests of their people. 

A series of articles devoted to this problem was published by R. Marsekov on the page of the 
newspaper "Kazak" in the period from 1913 to 1914. In their article cycles: "Patshalyk", "Patshalyk 
Arasyndağı Zan" he explains to readers the essence of the state, its functions. 

"State power today is concentrated in the hands of one person," he writes, "but there have been 
cases when it was used jointly by the ruler and the people. In the latter case, the power was 
completely in the hands of the people." "In the recent past," continues R. Marsekov, "there was a 
similar situation in Turkey, in the hands of the sultan, who issued orders, orders, could pardon or 
execute, there was unlimited power." Describing the situation, he goes on to say that "a lot has 
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changed there. The ruler-sultan, in order to issue a law, consults with the people, and since it is 
impossible to gather all the people, therefore the enlightened sultan acquired a new form of 
government, such as the meetings of the Majlis (Parliament). The best representatives of the people 
go there. All laws are discussed and resolved here. Although ministers are appointed by the Sultan 
ruler, they take office only after the approval of the Majlis. All relevant, important problems, such as 
the budget and taxes, are solved here" [6, P. 146]. 

Judging by a high-profile article, for R. Marsekov, the main thing here was to achieve two goals: 
first, to show that there are principles of government in the world other than in autocratic Russia; 
secondly, to show the meaningful meaning of the nature of power and transformation. In contrast to 
liberal concepts, according to which Russia in the last decade of the empire's existence was already a 
constitutional monarchy, the State Duma was the Parliament, and the basic laws of the Russian 
Empire were the constitution [7, P. 27]. 

R. Marsekov believes that Russia fully fits this model. 
In his opinion, this form of government was introduced from 1905 to 1906. The people elect the 

best, most progressive, and most benevolent people to the Duma from among themselves. Their main 
duty, according to R. N. Marsekov, is to draft and issue laws and consider the budget. However, the 
author immediately makes a reservation and says that there is a Council between the Duma and the 
tsar. All issues discussed in the Duma are submitted for its consideration, and only after the draft is 
approved by the Council does it go to the tsar for approval. The further mechanism, according to R. 
N. Marsekov's point is that as it is approved, the draft becomes law. It passes through the Senate and 
is sent for implementation. Draft decrees to the Duma, he writes further, are submitted by ministers. If 
Duma deputies put forward their projects, they are subject to discussion. 

For R. N. Marsekov, the participation of representatives of the region in this process, in the Duma, 
is extremely important. He writes that there are no Kazakh and Uzbek deputies in the Duma. He is 
deeply hurt by the prevailing opinion that these peoples are dark, they have a low level of development 
and they cannot distinguish black from white. The author is more inclined to believe that these opinions 
come from a desire to keep us on the margins, away from power and management [7, P. 27]. 

Continuing to acquaint his readers with the various forms of government of states, R.  Marsekov 
pays special attention to the Republic, where, according to him, elections are held every four or seven 
years. The President is elected in these elections. His power is equal to the Khan's. In the republic, the 
Mazhilis holds all power. All ministers are elected by a parliamentary majority on the proposal of the 
President and the Chief Minister. The latter may hold office only as long as he is supported by the 
majority of the Mazhilis. As soon as the minister loses the majority of deputies, his power ends. 

According to R. N. Marsekov, there are strong and weak forms of government. It is typical for 
the weak to become completely dependent on a strong state (protectorate). According to the author, 
such states are the Emirate of Bukhara and the Khanate of Khiva, which are dependent on Russia. 

The disadvantage of these states is that R. Marsekov considers it impossible to pursue an 
independent foreign policy (he does not have the opportunity to send ambassadors, conclude treaties, 
and all foreign policy issues are resolved only with Russia's consent).  

Among the strong (Great) states of R. Marsekov include Germany, Russia, France, England, 
Austria, Italy, America. The following are a number of states, which are divided into medium-sized 
(Turkey, China, Spain), small (Bulgaria, Serbia, Greece). And he brings us to his main point: the size 
of the state does not depend on the size of the territory or the population. The greatness of the state, he 
concludes, depends on the strength and power of the state [8, P. 3]. 

As a result of writing this article, R. N. Marsekov, deliberately not focusing attention, 
nevertheless, it seems to us, leads his reader to the idea of how dangerous an autocratic regime is, in 
which the autocrat or dictator turns out to be the main backbone element of the entire political system 
of the state. 
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Moreover, he believes that the Russian autocracy is gradually evolving towards a civil society 
and a rule-of-law state. 

R. Marsekov outlined the current state of affairs very clearly. Russia was granted a bicameral 
parliament, the Upper House of which was the State Council. 

The only thing that R. Marsekov did not say was that the Upper House (the State Council) In 
relation to the Duma, it was supposed to serve as a brake, and that any decree had to receive, in 
addition to the approval of the tsar, the consent of both chambers [8, P. 3]. 

Later, continuing the topic, R. Marsekov focused on the characteristics of the court, the judiciary - 
by his definition, the judiciary is called upon to protect the interests of both the state and its citizens           
[8, P. 3]. 

He draws the reader's attention to the fact that in many countries the judiciary consists of three 
levels: the highest, the middle and the lowest. All issues should be resolved at these three levels. He 
considers this system, if not ideal, then quite acceptable. If the problem is not solved at the lowest level, 
he writes, going through three steps, it is considered three times, passes through consciousness three 
times. It is by passing through a kind of sieve. And then, he says, truth must arise, justice must be 
restored. 

R. Marsekov believes that judicial bodies are built in Russia in the same way as in many other 
countries. Revealing the system, he notes that the justices of the peace are the lowest judicial bodies. 
Without specifying the range of issues under their jurisdiction, he notes that they mainly consider and 
resolve disputes in the amount of 500 rubles, have the right to pass sentences and determine the 
penalty within one and a half years in prison. In case of disagreement, the verdict may be appealed to 
the World Congress. The latter either agrees with the decision of the justice of the peace, or cancels 
(makes his decision). In case of disagreement with the verdict of the world Congress, the dispute is 
referred to the Senate. R. Marsekov notes in this regard that in Siberia, the Urals, Turgai, 
Semipalatinsk, Zhetysu and Syrdarya regions, these functions are performed by district judges, and 
the judicial chamber is the highest authority for them (in dispute resolution). In these regions, the 
amount of the claim under consideration in the district courts is two thousand rubles. 

The author also correctly notes that in the regions (oblastyakh) under consideration and in the 
Caucasus, unlike the central regions of Russia, complaints against the lower court are considered not 
in the Senate, but in the judicial chambers, which are equated with the rights of the Senate. All issues 
outside the jurisdiction of magistrates are considered in the district court. In the case of property 
disputes, the amount of the claim is not limited. And the higher authority in these cases is the Judicial 
Chamber and the Senate. 

R. Marsekov knows the material he writes about in practice. Clearly laying out the further 
passage of documents (complaints) through the bureaucratic machine, he emphasizes that the Senate 
once again considers the complaint, but does not make a decision, but once again directs it for 
consideration and decision. In special cases, when a person is threatened with imprisonment, the case 
is considered with the participation of jurors [8, P. 3]. R. Marsekov highly appreciates the work of the 
court, rightly welcoming the first independent justice system – the jury trial, the irremovability of 
judges. The new court was in clear contradiction with the entire state system of the autocracy. 
R.Pypes, assessing the judicial reform, correctly notes that it "created an oasis of judicial power 
independent of the monarch and his staff of officials" [9, P. 2]. R. Marsekov, speaking about jurors, 
says that these are respectable people from the people who are selected by lot. Describing the 
procedure, he reveals its mechanism. 30-33 people are selected for the jury by lot. Of these, twelve to 
fourteen people, having paid by lot, are selected to participate in the trial in a specific case. They hear 
the parties, compare and verify the facts, clarify the correctness of the judges' actions and answer the 
question "Is the defendant guilty or not guilty?" In accordance with this, the court makes a decision. 
This sentencing procedure has been in effect in the courts for about 40-50 years, concludes    R. N. 
Marsekov. 
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Speaking about the duration of such a system, the author was not at all mistaken, because, in fact, 
this justice system was introduced in 1864, but there was no real alternative to it, although it did not 
suit many. R. Marsekov was one of those figures who believed that this system, the principles and 
basic provisions of which were developed outstanding lawyers, D. N. Zamyatin, N. I. Stoyanov,   S.I. 
Zarudny, D.A. Rovinsky, answered to his time [10, P. 2]. R. Marsekov believed that the peculiarity 
and dignity of the jury trial lies in its objectivity in most cases. 

Justifying his point of view, he writes that although jurors may not always know the articles of 
the law, but because of their best human qualities, they are imbued with compassion and with a sense 
of due responsibility, delve into the essence of the matter, show maximum attention and come to fair 
conclusions. 

R. Marsekov sees the advantage of the jury trial in the fact that even if the defendant's guilt is 
proven, they try to identify the cause of the crime, its motives, while, according to R. Marsekov, 
taking into account all the facts: was the defendant in a state of insanity, stress, pain at the time of the 
crime, when he could not distinguish black from a white man, the truth from a lie, he could feel 
someone's pressure from outside... [10, P. 2]. Structuring the court further, he notes that, as a rule, the 
circumstances of the case are considered in two ways: if there is a small property claim, it is presented 
by the victims themselves; if the claim is of state importance (according to R. Marsekov, it affects the 
interests of the state), in this case the case is referred to the prosecutor, in whose functions include 
punishing the guilty. 

Explaining the role of lawyers in court and their necessity, R. Marsekov proceeds from the fact 
that the accused cannot defend himself, speak out so that his word reaches the audience. It's very 
difficult. And it is precisely to protect his interests that the state gives him a lawyer, or the accused 
hires him. 

The lawyer's function is to protect the interests of the accused or the victim, he knows the law, he 
has the right given by the state to protect. 

Among the other ministries, the author mentions, without explaining their functions, the Ministry 
of Justice (supervises the work of the courts and appoints judges), the Ministry of Commerce, and the 
Ministry of War. 

R. Marsekov further says that in addition to the highest administrative authority, there are 
regional or provincial authorities, headed by governors. The management structure given here by R. 
Marsekov boils down to a simple enumeration. Provinces, he writes, are divided into counties, and 
those, in turn, into uluses, with akims at the head of the uluses. They are subordinate to the Minister of 
the Interior. 

The Senate directs the work of all institutions and ministries. Any complaint about the illegality 
of the actions of the institution, through whose fault a person could have suffered, is submitted and 
considered in the Senate. If a violation of the law is found, the case is decided in favor of the victim 
[11, P. 2]. 

Thus, in the functions of the highest judicial instance, the governing Senate, R. Marsekov 
invested the observance of legality or control over the observance of legality. According to him, any 
violation of the law by the authorities inevitably destabilizes the government itself. 

But the government in the country was extremely weak, and the laws were formal. That is why 
R. Marsekov will write literally the following: "It is necessary to draw readers' attention to the fact 
that any government wants to work and benefit its citizens. But it turns out to be almost impossible." 

R. Marsekov does not name the reasons. "There are many reasons for this," he says, "we just 
want to draw attention to this." To a certain extent, the answer to the question of why the authorities 
fail to solve the people's problems and alleviate their situation follows from the thought that he 
casually throws out, inviting the reader to speculate. Today, the Government understands that only the 
granting of true freedom can help the people improve their situation. 
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R. Marsekov criticizes the zemstvo. He says that the zemstvo has granted citizens the right to 
elect their representatives to the city Duma. It was their duties to preserve the rule of law, discipline, 
and the development of education (to open hospitals, schools, and madrassas). But the zemstvo could 
not cope with these tasks. Genuine freedom is needed. What does R. Marsekov mean by genuine 
freedom? The answer to this question is contained in the summary of the article. He says that 
"complete freedom in our understanding is freedom of speech, the press, and assembly, the absence of 
persecution for dissent, and respect for the rule of law in judicial bodies. Only in this case can the 
people tell the truth" [12, P. 2]. 

Thanks to freedom (democracy), we can make a leap forward. He gives examples of Japan and 
China. According to R. Marsekov, Japan has a very high level of democracy, thanks to which the 
Japanese have reached the level of advanced countries in the world. The opposite has happened in 
China, says R. Marsekov. In his opinion, there is dissatisfaction with his government and opposition. 

What kind of solution does R. Marsekov see? He believes that the most important thing for the 
Kazakh people is to open access to education, and a lot of work needs to be done to open additional 
schools and madrassas. He believes in the wisdom of his people. He believes that only enlightened 
people can choose the right path and understand what they need for a normal human life. And then, 
according to R. Marsekov, there will be a belief that the state really cares about him [13, P. 3]. 

A series of articles about the state and its functions occupies a special place in the work of 
R.Marsekov. This is an essay where the problems of government are presented alternately and 
simultaneously. But this essay pursued another goal. R. Marsekov sets himself the task of showing and 
identifying the features of the existing system by comparing it with other states and civilizations. The 
state is called upon to protect its people, to educate them, and only then can justice be achieved in 
society. 

R. Marsekov comes close to the idea that the power of the state is the main ideological institution 
and symbol of an emerging society, defining its place in the world and national aspirations. When 
talking about power, he usually talks about the forms of exercise of power, puts an equal sign between 
power, the state and law. And although his theoretical constructions did not always have a practical 
solution, nevertheless, the solution of the problem of power by R. Marsekov, who sought to avoid both 
the extremes of its absolutization and denial, was an important contribution to liberal public thought. 

Among the many publications on the pages of the newspaper "Kazak", R. Marsekov's article 
"Patshalyk Arasyndagy Zan" occupies a special place. Being a logical continuation of a series of 
articles on the role, functions, place of power, and the state, this article raises a whole range of issues 
related to the state's foreign policy. 

At a time when self-awareness was growing in society, a number of representatives of the 
Kazakh intelligentsia raised the issue of the need for a Kazakh congress, when there was no consensus 
among intellectuals about the future of the state, the appearance of such an article was of crucial 
importance. R. Marsekov, rejecting violent methods of conflict resolution, preferring traditional 
diplomacy, analyzing the causes of interstate conflicts, highlights they are the main ones. According 
to R. Marsekov, they consist in the growing needs of humanity (lack of food, goods, services). 

R. Marsekov reveals the mechanism of the foreign ministry. He talks about the forms of relations 
between states (the conclusion of agreements, treaties), analyzes ways to resolve interstate disputes 
(according to R. Marsekov, through the opening and operation of embassies), reveals the status of 
diplomats (ambassador, embassy staff, the territory where they settled is inviolable). 

Assessing the consequences of Kazakhstan's annexation to Russia, he comes to a number of 
important conclusions. R. Marsekov believes that Kazakhs have been robbed of their lands and 
territory, they (Kazakhs) live here as tenants, and they live as long as the owner allows, until he drives 
them away. 

Kazakhs are petitioners of their own land. The land that was protected by the Kazakh people, 
their ancestors from the Dzungars, Bashkirs, Kalmyks, every piece of it is soaked with sweat and 
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blood, belongs to the Russian nobility in St. Petersburg. Everyone should be equal before the law, 
says R. Marsekov. But a special law was invented for the Kazakhs - the steppe situation. According to 
the regulation, "all lands are declared part of the treasury of Russia," and the lands on which they 
roam belong to them temporarily. Thus, R. Marsekov concludes, laws cease to apply when it comes to 
Kazakhs [14, P. 345]. 

In general, this article is a large-scale study, which certainly occupies an important place in the 
works of R. Marsekov. The richness of the article with factual material, subtle observations and 
generalizations make it even more interesting. 

R. Marsekov published his report on Kazakh literature on the pages of the newspaper "Kazak". 
The author considers the main purpose of the report (article) to be the answers to three questions: 
what is literature, what was it like among Kazakhs in the past, and what is its current state? 
Answering the first question, he will say "adebiet" - it means the word. There are also different words. 
The word has an outer shell and an inner meaning. If it sounds beautiful, makes you think, think, and 
awe, then this is literature. 

R. Marsekov attributed poems, poems, proverbs, sayings, fairy tales and legends to literature. He 
said that people's thoughts, aspirations, thoughts, views, pain and suffering live in them. R. Marsekov 
compares literature to a mirror reflecting the customs and traditions of the people. 

In his work, R. Marsekov for the first time gives a periodization of Kazakh literature, 
distinguishing three stages in it: oral folk art (according to R. Marsekov, unwritten literature), the 
second period is written literature. Abai gave rise to the third period of Kazakh literature, writes 
R.Marsekov. 

Characterizing each of the periods, he identifies the most important, in his opinion, features. The 
first period is the period of the spread of songs, aitys, proverbs, sayings. During this period, says 
R.Marsekov, the language was extremely rich, and every word was pronounced carefully, 
thoughtfully. 

His word was weighty, and he was treated with respect. And those who could pronounce it 
enjoyed special honor. Songs and kui were considered the highest of the arts, he concludes. The word 
was a unifying principle. When disputes arose, the word was an art that promoted reconciliation and 
balance. 

Dombra played an equally important role. Not only people, but also animals listen to its sounds. 
According to R. Marsekov, both sad and joyful kui can be played on dombra. Ancient kui Bozyngen, 
Konyr kaz, Sary bel, Kos kelinshek, Yerke Atan make you visit other worlds, touch the highest strings 
of your Soul. In conclusion, he writes: "They say that when "Bozingen" is played, the camel, who 
refused to feed the baby camel, gets milk again; at the sounds of dombra playing "Konyr kaz", the 
flying goose sinks lower and lower and lies flat on the ground" [15, P. 257]. This is the power of 
dombra, the power of art, according to R. Marsekov. 

Characterizing the second period in the development of Kazakh literature, R. Marsekov connects 
it with the fact that the people became more literate and their social circle expanded. It was 
increasingly considered in society that playing the dombra was not entirely decent, and more and 
more people opposed entertainment, songs, and playing the dombra. According to R. Marsekov, this 
discontent came from religious ministers. Prohibitions appeared, a well-aimed, expressive word began 
to be forgotten in society, and they began to look at everything ancient with evil eyes, with distrust. 
Hence, concludes R. Marsekov, the language became impoverished, the creative potential of literature 
declined, and listening or playing the dombra or singing songs now seemed inappropriate. 

According to R. Marsekov, it was only with the advent of Abai that the word regained its former 
greatness. Emphasizing the role of the great Abai, R. Marsekov notes that his merit was that he gave 
the word its former external beauty, returned it to its former glory. He breathed life back into us, made 
us respect the word and literature again, introduced us to new works, proverbs and sayings, and left us 
a legacy of thoughts and words. 
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It was Abai, according to R. Marsekov, who gave rise to the third period of Kazakh literature. He 
raised the word. The word, says R. Marsekov, becomes inaccessible to the padishah when poems are 
composed from it. R. Marsekov is convinced that the poems of Abai and Y. Altynsarin are examples 
of poetic creativity. 

Addressing the youth, R. Marsekov will say that Kazakh literature is on display for your court 
today. She's like a baby, waiting for support. If people understand, appreciate, and look at their 
literature with kind eyes, it will give them the strength to grow stronger and rise to a new creative 
level. He believes that young people should be educated in the traditions of Abai, then respect for the 
word will grow stronger, the need for song will grow, and literature will keep pace with the literature 
of other nations. 

 
Discussion. At the present stage, one of the urgent tasks facing historians is to recreate an 

objective and impartial historical past of Kazakhstan. Today, it is absolutely obvious that only a 
truthful study of the past, in the totality of facts and circumstances, leads to an understanding of many 
modern processes in our lives, without which it is impossible to form a young democratic state, as 
Kazakhstan is today. The revival of the national historiography of Kazakhstan with its characteristic 
national specifics and its own historical problems led to a turn in historical science and in the 
formation of historical consciousness. From the whole range of tasks facing historians. One of the 
main ones, conditionally, is the reconstruction of the history of the national liberation movement, the 
reconstruction of the true history of the national intelligentsia. Having united the best of the best in 
their ranks, who for objective reasons became the head of the struggle for the creation of the Kazakh 
statehood, the national intelligentsia carried out energetic, diverse and fruitful activities. The main 
thing in it was the desire to serve universal human ideals, self-sacrifice for the sake of the good and 
interests of the Fatherland. It is impossible to create a complete picture of the history of the national 
intelligentsia of the 20th century without analyzing the socio-political activities of major personalities, 
leaders of the national liberation movement. It was they, the people making history, who together 
could give a powerful impetus to social changes in society and had a significant impact on the course 
of history [15, P. 324]. Meanwhile, the study of major personalities, especially the national Alash 
Party, has long been outside the field of scientific interest. The acquisition of sovereignty by 
Kazakhstan and the democratization of society contributed to the humanization of social sciences and 
the reorientation of attention to personality and its subjective social experience. 

Rayymzhan Marsekov's name occupies a special place among the prominent leaders of the 
national liberation movement of the early 20th century. 

 
Conclusion. Thus, an analysis of the articles published on the pages of the newspaper "Kazak" 

shows that R. Marsekov's interest lay in revealing the complex problems of his era, revealing all the 
essences and contradictions. R. Marsekov's research directions largely proceed from the tasks dictated 
by society and faced by all the leaders of the national liberation movement. R. Marsekov was a figure 
of a certain era and he was not alien to the misconceptions of the time. His work, no matter how 
imperfect it may seem to us in terms of methodology and some of the results, is still relevant. 
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ТАРИХШЫ - ҒАЛЫМ С.БЕЙСЕМБАЕВТЫҢ ҒЫЛЫМИ ЕҢБЕКТЕРІ  
 

Аңдатпа 
Бұл қарастырылып отырылған мақаланың маңыздылығы - Қазақстанның ғылымы мен 

мәдениетінің тарихына қоғамдық шығармашылықтың, қызығушылықтың өсуімен 
түсіндіріледі. Яғни, тарих ғылымының негізін салғандардың, нақты жеке адамның роліне баға 
беріп, олардың шығармашылық маңыздылығының мәніне терең түсінікпен қарау қажеттігі 
айтылады. Бүгінгі күнде жеке адамның қоғамдағы ролін зерттеу дәстүрге айналып, тарихта 
ерекше көрініс беріп, қолдау табуда. Бұл тұрғыда көрнекті ғалым-тарихшы, қоғам қайраткері, 
ғылым саласындағы ұйымдастырушы, Қазақ КСР Ғылым Академиясының академигі 
С.Б.Бейсембаев тек Қазақстанның ғана емес, бұрынғы Одақтас республикалардың тарихнама-
сынан да ерекше орын алатындығында дау жоқ. 

ХХ ғасырдың басындағы ұлттық зиялылардың ролін тек біржақты жағымсыз көрсету 
кеңестік тарихнаманың жалпы әдіснамалық әлсіздігі болып табылады. Оның мәнісі 
шығыстағы, шет елдердегі ХХ ғасырдың басындағы ұлттық зиялыларының ролі кеңестік 
тарихнамада жағымды бағаланса, патшалы Ресейдің отарлы аймақтарына келген уақытта осы 
жай қарама-қарсы сипатталады. 

Кеңестік дәуірдегі Қазақстан тарихын барынша шыншылдықпен, асқан байыптылықпен, 
нақты тарихи, статистикалық, архив деректерімен көрсетіп бере алған С.Бейсембаев 
еңбектерінің бүгінгі күн тұрғысынан дұрыс бағалап, кейінгі ұрпақтың рухани байлығына 
айналдыру тарихшы-зерттеушілердің алдында тұрған үлкен міндет.  

Кілтті сөздер. Тұлға, тарих, кеңес, партия, мәдениет, қоғам, жүйе, институт, ғылым. 
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