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DEMOGRAPHICS OF KAZAKHSTAN: THE END OF ACTIVE GROWTH CYCLE

Abstract

The demographics of Kazakhstan is characterized by waves of increase and decline that
occur periodically every 25-30 years. Since 2010, the share of deaths among working age
population (from 15 to 60 years) dropped from 35.9 to 29.4. It is important to note that the
number of emigrants keeps increasing every year since 2014. We can expect a rather significant
decline of the current population growth rates, which are likely to drop below 1% per year in 3-5
years from now. The social and economic shape of the country changed radically. Conditions
when economic signals work that allows to draw very essential conclusion were created: the
mechanism of the market is started. In the market there was a situation when the prices regulate
supply and demand, define movement of commaodity streams, the competition nature, investment
streams that already characterizes development of the modern period.
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KA3AKCTAHHBIH JEMOI'PA®UACDHI: OCYAIH BEJICEHAI HUKJIIH TAJLIAY

Agnarmoa

Conrsl 25-30 xpuina KazakcTanHbIH JeMOTpadUsUIbIK aXyalibl 6Cy MEH a3al0 Ke3eHACPIHEH OTTI.
2010 >xpurman Oacram XajiblK imIiHAE eHOeKke >kapamasl (15-tern 60 skacka neiiiH), amaiina
KalThIc OosFaHaapIbIH caHbl 35,9-nan 29,4-ke naiipizra aeitin tomenaeni. ConsiMer katap 2014
KBUIAAH OacTan SMHUTPAHTTAPABIH CaHbI Kb CalbIH apThill Oapanabl. Ammarbl 3-5 KbLiaa
XaJBIKTBIH aFbIMJIaFBl  ©CY KApKBIHBI TOMEHJZIEyl MYMKIH Jen Ooipkamjayra OoJiajbl.
DKOHOMUKAJIBIK CUTHAJIAP )KYMBIC ICTET TYpFaH Ke3/e JKaFaaiinap skacaiibl, Oy eTe MaHbI3IbI
KOPBITBIH/IBI JKacayFa MYMKIHIIK Oepeli: HapblK TeTirl icke Kocbulibl. Hapeikta Oaranap
CYpaHbIC TI€H YCBHIHBICTBI PETTElTiH, Tayap aFbIHAAPBIHBIH KO3FAIBICHIH, 0JCEKENEeCTIKTIH
CUTIATBIH, MHBECTHUITUSIIBIK aFbIHIap/Ibl aHBIKTAUTBIH JKaFIail KaIBITacThl, Oy Ka3ipri 3aMaHFbI
KE3CHHIH JIaMybIH CHITATTaNIbI.

Tyiiin ce3nep: Kazakcran, nemorpadusi, »ac TonTapbl, Tyy CaHbl, SMUTPAHT.

Amupbek A.A.', AryapGekynsl A.2, Maxanos K.?, Auramacoeéa M. *

1929314Nn20(] JO UOISIaA 8al) Aq pareald


https://www.docufreezer.com

'PhD, Hayunsrit uccnenoBatens, AHkapa Xamksl baiipam Benu yauBepcurer.

2Jloxtopant PhD, Cneunansaocts «I'oCcyapcTBEHHOE YIPABICHUEY,

YHuBepcuter umeHn AHkapa Xajkel baitpam Benu.

*Maructp, Hayunsiit corpynnuk, EBpazuiickuii Hay4yHO-HCCIIEIOBATEIbCKUM UHCTUTYT.

PhD, un.0. nouent, Mexcoynapoouuiii kazaxcko-mypeyxuii yHueepcumem umenu Xooxcu Axmeoa
AHcaesu

JEMOTI'PA®USA KASAXCTAHA: AHAJIN3 AKTUBHOI'O UKJIA POCTA

AHHOTaIUA

Hemorpaduueckas curyarnus Kazaxcrana xapakTepus3yeTcsi BOJTHAMH POCTa U CIaja, KOTOpbIe
MEepUOIUYECKr MpoucxoasaT kaxaele 25-30 mer. C 2010 roma ponsa ymepummx cCpeau
TpynocnocoOHoro Hacenenus (ot 15 go 60 net) cuusmiace ¢ 35,9 no 29,4 npouenra. Hecmotpst
Ha 9TO, KOJIMYECTBO 3MHUTPaHTOB ¢ 2014 roga mpoaoipKaeT pacTd ¢ KaxapIM rogoM. Bkparie,
MO>XHO OKHMJIaTh JOBOJIbHO 3HAYUTEIBHOTO CHIDKEHMS TEKYIUX TEMIIOB MPUPOCTA HACEICHUS
yepe3 3-5 ner. bbumn co3maHbl ycnoBHS, KOrJa 5KOHOMHYECKHE CUTHANbI paboOTaloOT, 4TO
MO3BOJISIET CJENaTh OYEHb CYIIECTBEHHBIM BBIBOJ: 3alylIeH MeXaHu3M pbiHKAa. Ha pbiHKe
CJIOKHJIACh CUTYaIMs, KOTJa IIEHbl PETYIUPYIOT CIPOC U MPEAJIOKEHNUE, ONPEENIIIOT ABIKEHNE
TOBapPHBIX IMOTOKOB, XapaKTep KOHKYPEHIIUHU, UHBECTHUIITMOHHBIC TTIOTOKH, YTO YK€ XapaKTepU3yeT
pa3BUTHE COBPEMEHHOTO MEepUO/Ia.

KawueBble cjoBa: Kazaxcran, aemorpadwus, BO3pacTHbIE TPYIIBI, YUCIO POXKICHUM,
SMHUTPAHT.

According to the latest data by the Committee on Statistics of Ministry of the National Economy
of Kazakhstan, by July 1 of 2019 the population of Kazakhstan has reached 18,507,942, which is
0.61% growth since the begging of the year. Since 2006, Kazakhstan has seen a rapid
demographic growth exceeding 1% per year and the data shows that this process continues.
However, if we take the dynamics of the population change we can note signs of deceleration of
the population growth and there are signs indicating that 2019 might well be the ending of this
cycle.

The demographics of Kazakhstan experienced a sharp decline after 1989 due to emigration of
population and drop of the birth rate caused by political changes and economic downturns after
the collapse of USSR [Ministry of Economy and Budget Planning of Kazakhstan, 2014]. It was
only by 2003 when population growth turned positive again and it took more than two decades
for Kazakhstan to recover its population size of 1989.

Figure 1. Population growth rate in Kazakhstan.
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The period since 2006 has been marked by a rapid demographic growth and 2015 has been the
peak of the growth cycle. We use the term “cycle” to describe the demographics of Kazakhstan
because there are cyclical patterns that determine the demographic changes of the country. One
of the easiest ways to detect these cyclical demographic patterns of the demographics in
Kazakhstan is the age pyramid showing a distribution of population by different age groups.
Looking at the current age pyramid, we can note that the current demographic expansion is
largely caused by a previous demographic rise that took place right before the independence of
Kazakhstan in 1991. Therefore, the demographics of Kazakhstan is characterized by waves of
increase and decline that occur periodically every 25-30 years. In other words, the largest current
cohort of population under 15 is the direct result of the demographic rise in late 1980s consisting
of people that started to have their own children in the beginning of 2000s. Looking at the shape
of the age pyramid, we can note that the current expansionary demographic cycle is finishing.
Another way of making a rough forecast of natural population change in the nearest future
disregarding other factors is to look at the number of people of most reproductive age groups. In
two major age groups of 20-24 and 25-29, which usually comprise the most reproductive
population shares accounting for nearly 58% of the total number of births. Looking at the
change of the absolute number of population aged from 20 to 29, we can note a rapid decline
after 2014 when it peaked at 3.14 million people. Correspondingly, the number of births also
peaked nearly at the same time reaching 400 thousand in 2016, which is expected to be the
highest indicator of the current demographic cycle [365info.kz, 2018]. On the other hand, from
Figure 3 we can also observe that the number of births and the size of the population between 20
and 29 do not match perfectly. The growing number of population cohort led to a proportionate
increase of the number of births. However, although this part of the population started to shrink
after 2014, the number of births still stay very high. The slight divergence between the
population size that are currently in their 20s and the number of births reveals another very
important factor that reveals itself in recent statistics, which is the shifting of the most intense
reproductive age.

Figure 2. Age pyramid of Kazakhstan by the beginning of 2019
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During the last couple of decades, there has been a gradual shift of the decision of childbirth by
women towards later stages of their lives. As a result, nowadays more number of women give
birth in their late twenties and early thirties than it was 15-20 year ago. Figure 4 provides a
graphical illustration of this change.

Over the course of the last twelve years, the share of women giving birth at their early 20s has
shrunk from 33.8% to 25.4% whereas the percentage of those who decide to have children in
their late 20s increased from 28.9% to 32.5%. Moreover, higher shares of women postpone their
childbirth decision to their 30s so that women between 30 and 34 accounted for 24.1% of all
births in 2018 compared to 18.6% in 2007. Moreover, there is even an increase of the percentage
of women giving birth in 35-39 age cohort from 9.4% in 2007 to 11.7% in 2018. As a result of
these transformations that took place in a very short period of time, currently, the age group of
women from 25 to 29 is the leading narrow age cohort in terms of births. In 2008, a broader age
group of women from 25 to 34 accounted for 56.6% of all births in Kazakhstan. Due to the
increase of the share of the population with the highest reproductive indicators during the last 10-
15 years, the overall fertility rate increased from 2.60 in 2007 to 2.84 in 2018. This is one of the
main reasons explaining the recent rapid population growth.

Figure 3. Number of people in age group of 20-29 vs number of births
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The growth part of the population is partially or totally offset by death rates. If we analyze the
death rates in Kazakhstan over the last 10-15 year, we can also note some significant positive
changes that contributed to the overall population growth [Aubakirova and Ualieva, 2017]. For
instance, the overall death rates per 1,000 people has fallen from 8.97 in 2010 to 7.14 in 2018.
More importantly, since 2010, the share of deaths among working age population (from 15 to 60
years) dropped from 35.9 to 29.4. The overall average life expectance at birth during the same
period of time increased from 68.45 to 73.15. By looking at the current age pyramid, we can note
that one of the largest age groups around 30 years were preceded by another population wave
that is currently approaching to the age of 60. Based on the statistics of the previous periods, we

can expect a gradual rise in death rates in 3-5 years from now.

Figure 4. Percentage distribution of births by different age groups
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Lastly, there is another pillar sustaining the demographics of any country, which is migration. In
this regard, we have to admit that the situation has worsened considerably during the last five
year. In 2018, the net migration presented a negative 29,121 people, which is the worst indicator
since 2002. Although the net loss of population from emigration is still very low compared the
natural reproduction of population and insufficient to produce considerable demographic effects
[Simakova, 2019], it is important to note that the number of emigrants keeps increasing every
year since 2014.

The recent data shows that throughout nearly 30 years of independence, the demographics of
Kazakhstan has experienced drastic changes in terms of population growth rates. During the last
13 years, Kazakhstan’s population has been showing a rapid growth of above 1% per year. This
stands in stark contrast with 1990s, when its population was in fast decline. Dramatic changes of
the natural population growth rates and current population pyramid suggest a clear cyclical
pattern of demographic growth in Kazakhstan. The current cycle of demographic growth is based
on several factors determining the natural population change. However, a brief analysis of these
factors reveals that the current cycle of a rapid demographic growth is finishing. Consequently,
we can expect a rather significant decline of the current population growth rates, which are likely
to drop below 1% per year in 3-5 years from now. One of the main forces causing the
demographic deceleration is the natural decrease of the birth rates due to smaller size of the most
reproductive age groups 3-5 year from now. Moreover, a relatively large group of population is
expected to enter the age group of above 60 years age suggesting a growth of death rates in the
near future. On the other hand, factors like shifting reproductive age, longer life expectancy,
gradually declining death rates in most of the age groups and varying migration patterns will
ensure a smooth cyclical change in demographics of Kazakhstan.
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