UDC 314
MPHTMU 03.20 https://www.doi.org/10.51889/2959-6017.2024.82.3.029

M.T. Tuleyev ¥, A.M. Nurzhanova?, K.M. Zhetibaev®

! PhD doctoral student, Khoja Ahmed Yasawi International Kazakh-Turkish University, Turkestan,
Kazakhstan
E-mail: makhsat.tuleyev@ayu.edu.kz
2 Candidate of Historical Sciences, docent of Satbayev University, Almaty, Kazakhstan
E-mail: a.nurzhanova@satbayev.university
® Candidate of Historical Sciences, docent, Khoja Ahmed Yasawi International Kazakh-Turkish University,
Turkestan, Kazakhstan
E-mail: kopzhasar.zhetibaev@ayu.edu.kz.

FEATURES AND HISTORICAL RESEARCH OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE
SYRDARYA REGION OF THE TURKESTAN REGION AT THE BEGINNING
OF THE XX CENTURY

Abstract

The article presents a historical and economic analysis of the peculiarities of agricultural
development in the Syrdarya region of the Turkestan region of the early XX century. An assessment of the
degree of study of historiography on this topic is also given. There is reason to believe that this issue has
been widely considered in Russian historiography over the past two decades. Monographs, textbooks and
dissertations have been written on this topic. However, a number of aspects of the internal structure of the
problem require careful consideration. In particular, we understand that the factors of adaptation and
development of the local climate by immigrants from the European part of the Russian Empire require
systematic attention. In this regard, our research work sought to pay special attention to the lifestyle of
immigrants in the new natural and climatic environment. The work of the established government
commissions on the effective development of agriculture in the region and the regulation of resettlement
conditions for migrants was also analyzed. The tsarist administrative system followed the colonial principle
in the policy of supporting the cultivation of agricultural species in the region. Railways, watermills and
threshing machines were built for this purpose. From our point of view, one of the main urgent problems is
the economic peculiarities of the ways of purchasing and selling agricultural products. This is due to the
fact that it can be assumed that local dekhans suffered from a number of consequences due to the lack of
these economic mechanisms.
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XX FACBIPIBIH BACBIHJATYBI TYPKICTAH OJIKECIHIH CBIPJJAPUSA OBJIBICBIH/IATBI
AYbUI IHAPYAIIBUIBIFBIHBIH TAMY EPEKIIEJIIKTEPI )KOHE TAPUXU 3EPTTEY

Anoamna
Makanana XX raceipapiH 0aceiHaarsl Typkictan enkecinid Ceipaapus 0OIbICEIHIAFBI aybUT IapyallbUb-
FBIHBIH J]aMy €pEKIIENIKTepiHe TapUXU-3KOHOMHKANBIK Tajlaay skacaublHFaH. COHBIMEH KaTap arajFaH
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TaKBIPBIN OOMBIHIIIA TapUXHAMaHBIH 3epTTENy ACHreliHe Oara Oepiiai. By Mocene oTaHIbIK TapuxHaMaa
COHFBI JKHBIPMa JKBULIBIKTA KEH KapacThIPbUIBII YITepAi Jeyre Heri3 ©Oap. Ocbl TaKbIPBIN asChIHIA
OHOTpadusiIap, OKYJIBIKTAp MEH JUCCEePTAIMsIIAp kKa3buIbl. JIeTeHMEH e MOCENICHIH MK KYPhLUIBIMBIH/IAFbI
Oipkarap acreKTisiepi XKiTi KapacThIPy/bl Taan erei. Ocipece Peceil MMITepUsICBIHBIH €y POTANIBIK OeJTiriHeH
KOHBIC ayIapyIIbUIapABIH )KePriTiKTI KIMMaTKa OeiimMIeny xaHe urepy (hakTopiapsl XKyier Hazap ayaapy/Isl
Ka)KeT eTeTiHmiri TycineMis. OcbiFaH 0aiilaHBICTHI O13/iH 3ePTTEY KYMBICH KOHBIC ayAapyIIbUIap/IbIH JKaHa
TaOUFU-KJIMMATTBIK OPTaJIaFbl OMIp CAITTapbIHA alPBIKIIA KOHLT 06JTyTe YMTHUIIBL.

Orkesieri aypUTIAPYyaIIbUTBIFBIH THIMIII UTepy JKoHe KOHBIC ayJapyIIbUIapIblH OpHAJacy JKarAaiiapbiH
perTey OOUBIHINA KYPBUTFaH YKIMETTIK KOMICCHSIIAP/IBIH KYMBICTApBI TANKbIIaHAbL. [laTima okimMmimik xykect
OJIKEJIeri IIaPYalllbUILIKTBIH TYPJICPIH ecipy/i KOJjiay cascaThlHIa OTapiblK KaruIaHbl yCTaHIbL OCHI
MaKcaTTa TEeMIpXKOJiap, Cy JAMipMEHJIepl KoHE KbIpMaHIap CaNbIHABL bBi3MmiH Ke3KapachIMbBI3 TYPFHICHIHAH
KaparaH/ia HeTi3ri e3eKTi MaceseHiH 0ipi aypUIIapyambUIbIFGl OHIMIIEPIH CATHIIT Ty JKOHE CaTy TOCUIIEPIHIH
9KOHOMHKA-JIBIK epeKIIeikTepi Oombin Tabbuiaapl. CeOedi, KepriTikTi JuxaHaap aTalfaH KOHOMHKAIBIK
TETIKTEpAiH XOKTHIFbIHAH OipKaTap 3apantap ILeKKeHIIrH OomKayFa 001apbl.

KinT ce3nep: yKiMeT, aybul IApyaIIbUILIFbL, KOIIE Ml IapyambUTbEbI, AybUT IAPYaIbUIBIFbL, Cyapy
KyHeci, Tamay.
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OCOBEHHOCTHU 1 HCTOPUYECKOE UCCJIEJOBAHUE PA3ZBUTHSA CEJBCKOI'O
XO3SIMCTBA B ChIPJIAPBMHCKOM PAMOHE TYPKECTAHCKOM OBJIACTH
B HAYAJIE XX BEKA

Annomayus

B crarne npencraBieH HCTOPUKO-PKOHOMHYECKHI aHATIM3 OCOOEHHOCTEH Pa3BUTHSI CETBCKOT0 X03sIHCTBA
B CrIpaaperHcKoi o0nactu Typkectanckoro kpasi Hadana XX Beka. Taroke 1aHa OlIeHKa CTENIeHH U3yYeHHOCTH
ucropuorpaduu 1o AaHHON Teme. EcTh ocHOBaHUSI Tonarath, 4TO 3TOT BOMPOC OBLT ITUPOKO PACCMOTPEH B
OTEYEeCTBEHHON McTOpHOrpaduu 3a TociefHre J1Ba JECATHUICTHS. B pamkax 3Toil TeMbl ObLIM HAIMCAHBI
MOHorpaduy, yueOHUKH 1 gucceprauun. OJHAKO pAz aCHEKTOB BHYTPEHHEW CTPYKTYphl poOiieMbl TpeOyeT
TIIATENLHOTO PAacCMOTpeHMsl. B dYacTHOCTH, MBI TMOHMMaeM, 4YTO (aKTOpbl ajalTallid W OCBOCHHS
niepecesieHIIaMy U3 eBpOTEHCKON YacTh POoCCHIiCKON MMIIEpUH MECTHOTO KiMMara TPeOYIOT CHCTEMHOTO
BHUMaHUs. B cBsi3M ¢ 3TMM Hala nccienoBaTesbekas padota CTpeMuIach yAeIsTh 0co00oe BHUMaHKE 00pa3y
JKU3HU TIEPECENIEHIIEB B HOBOM IPHUPOAHO-KINMATHYECKOH Cpefie.

Takxe ObUTa MPOaHATM3UPOBAHA PabOTa CO3/IAHHBIX MPABUTEILCTBEHHBIX KOMUCCHI TI0 3(peKTHBHOMY
OCBOCHMIO CENTbCKOTO XO3SHCTBA Kpas M PEryJMpOBAaHUIO YCIOBHM pacceneHus nepeceneHuen. llapckas
aJIMUHHCTPATUBHAS CUCTEMA CIIEIOBAJIA KOJIOHWAIbHOMY NPHHIIMITY B MOJUTHKE MOJJIEPKKH BBIPAIIMBAHUS
BHUJIOB XO35HiCTBA B Kpae. J[is 3Toro ObUTH MOCTPOEHBI JKENe3HbIe TOPOTH, BOSHBIE MEFHUIIBI M MOJIOTHIIKH.
C Hameil TOYKH 3pEeHus, OJJHOM U3 OCHOBHBIX aKTYaJILHBIX TPOOJIEM ABJIAIOTCS] SKOHOMHUYECKHE OCOOCHHOCTH
Croco00B MPUOOPETEHHS U PeATN3aLUH CETIbCKOXO3IHCTBEHHOM MPOAYKIMU. JTO CBA3aHO C TEM, YTO MOXKHO
TIPEATIONIOXKNTh, YTO MECTHBIE JEKXaHbl MOCTPafaid OT psifa MOCIEACTBHI M3-3a OTCYTCTBHS yKa3aHHBIX
9KOHOMHYECKHX MEXaHU3MOB.

KitroueBble ¢JIOBa: TIPaBUTENBCTBO, CENBCKOE XO35MCTBO, KOUEBOE CKOTOBOZCTBO, CENBCKOE XO3SHCTBO,
WppUTALIOHHAs CUCTEMA, aHAJIH3.

Introduction.
In the second half of the XIX-early XX century, the Turkestan region developed in close connection with
the colonial policy of tsarist Russia and capitalist relations. Of course, the development of capitalist relations is
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considered in historiography in close connection with the development of production. However, the
development of capitalist relations in the Turkestan region was also associated with the situation of agricultural
development. The development of agriculture in the Turkestan region was able to become, first of all, the main
positive environment of industrial capitalist relations. The development of capitalist relations in agriculture
developed in cooperation with the system of trade and exchange in the market. Of course, when considering the
development of agriculture in the Syrdarya region of the Turkestan territory in the second half of the XIX-early
XX centuries, we must attach great importance to the specifics.

These features include natural and climatic conditions. Only natural and climatic conditions made it possible
to make agriculture in the Syrdarya region of the Turkestan region not one-sided, but diverse. Since, under the
influence of natural and climatic conditions, the trade and exchange system in the field of agriculture of this
region has developed in different directions. It can be said that the situation of agricultural development in the
Syrdarya region of the Turkestan territory in the second half of the XIX-early XX centuries is one of the topical
topics of modern Russian historiography. The reason is that, as we have already noted, it is possible to answer
such pressing questions as the Genesis of capitalist relations in agriculture, the connection of tsarist Russia with
the central regions, agrarian relations in this region and the influence of the colonial policy of the tsarist
government on agriculture.

Materials.

The article covers archival materials, newspaper and magazine materials. Of interest were the decrees and
Orders adopted by the Tsarist government on the materials of the archive. Among the materials of newspapers
and magazines, one can single out the information of publishing houses published in Tashkent.

Methodology.

The article uses well-known scientific methods of historical science and introduces a number of scientific
principles. In particular, the principles of historicity and objectivity were applied. We have tried to analyze the
topic under consideration taking into account the peculiarities of that historical period. In accordance with the
principle of objectivity, the positive and negative sides of the problem are analyzed in parallel, and conclusions
of high reliability are drawn. In the course of the article, the retrospective method was used. In accordance with
the methodology, we were able to simultaneously reveal the nature of the development of agriculture in the
territory of the Syrdarya region in several historical periods. Attention was also paid to the method of transition
from general to lazy. In general, an assessment of the pace of development of a particular agriculture is given in
the Syrdarya region of the Turkestan territory.

Results and discussion.

In the second half of the XIX-early XX century, economic forms on the territory of the Syrdarya region of
the Turkestan territory were formed in accordance with the peculiarities of the area. However, to a certain extent,
external factors also influenced the formation of the types of economy in this region. In particular, due to the
need for textile production on urban lands, the cotton business began to develop on a large scale. One of the
most extensive and developed times of cotton growing belongs precisely to the framework of chronology we
are considering. One of the main features of the organization of economic affairs of the Syrdarya region is the
unification of settled and nomadic areas. Since there were a large number of residents in the region who adhere
to both sedentary-oriented types of farming and nomadic cattle breeding. The total land area of the Syrdarya
region was 356,200 square kilometers. 61% of the Turkestan region belonged to the Syrdarya region [1].

At the end of the XIX century, such counties as Tashkent, Shymkent, Aulieata, Kazaly, and Perovsk entered
the territory of the Syrdarya region. In addition, until 1872, such counties as Zhizak and Khojent existed on the
territory of the Syrdarya region. However, two named counties subsequently entered the Samarkand region.
Before 1886, the Syrdarya region also included Turkestan county. However, this county was subsequently
incorporated into Shymkent County. By the end of the nineteenth century, information about the total population
living in the territory of the Syrdarya region is not reliable. It is estimated that by the end of the XI1X century,
675 thousand people lived in the Syrdarya region. According to statistical data for 1885, the population of the
region increased by 1 million 212 thousand 600 people. Of these, 345,100 were sedentary, 645,358 people led a
nomadic lifestyle [2].

The national composition of the inhabitants did not have a single origin. If we say that the northern region
of the region is favorable for agriculture, then there is a predominance of Uzbeks in these places. In Shymkent
and Aulieat counties, the number of Uzbeks, according to statistics from 1868, amounted to about 19 thousand
people, and in 1885 increased by 48.5 thousand people. Consequently, in 17 years there has been an increase of
two and a half times [1]. By comparative analysis of the number of sedentary and nomadic populations, it is
possible to trace the economic priority of the region. Consequently, it can be said that nomadic animal husbandry
dominated.

The Syrdarya region of the Turkestan region was an agrarian region with weak economic development. In
Soviet historiography, there was an idea that the inhabitants of the Syrdarya region of the Turkestan territory,



guided by the economic approach of the Russian people, sought to become settled. Of course, on the one hand,
such an opinion is also legitimate. However, it is difficult to immediately abandon the form of economy that has
developed over many centuries. Therefore, the relations between the residents of the Syrdarya region of the
Turkestan territory and the displaced peasants were carried out only on an exchange and complementary
economic basis. A full-fledged settled economy was realized only in the following years. However, at the end
of the nineteenth century, it was observed that partial agriculture, although not widespread, to some extent among
the local population, became an increasingly popular economy. Since the second half of the 19th century, a
trading system based on exchange began to develop. A three-year-old sheep was used as a monetary unit.

During these years, the price of such a sheep was estimated in the range from 3 to 4 rubles. Over time, such
a barter trading system lost its importance, and commodity-money relations began to enter into its place. As a
result, such types of trade relations as a fair appeared in the region. Their trade turnover also varied greatly. For
example, the trade turnover of the fair in Perovsk in 1863 amounted to 3,645 rubles and 15 kopecks. In addition,
fairs in Tashkent and Auliat were in particular demand. The fair is not only a trade link, but also a means of
communication that unites the mutual interests of local residents and immigrants into one interest. Thus,
domestic and foreign trade relations began to develop on the territory of the Syrdarya region.

At the end of the XIX century, 10 million pounds of grain began to be sold from the settled areas of the
Syrdarya region to the steppe regions. Among the wheat-supplying counties were mainly Aulieata and
Shymkent. Along with wheat, Tashkent County was mainly engaged in the supply of rice, fruits and berries, as
well as smoked fruit products. Steppe regions, in turn, were considered suppliers of livestock and livestock
products. Including fur products were in particular demand from the settled area [1].

The economic affairs of the Syrdarya region consisted not only of animal husbandry and agriculture. There
were also manufacturing enterprises where partial development was observed. There were also small-scale
productions of ten people, not to mention large-scale productions. According to the statistical indicators of 1885,
32 factories and factories operated on the territory of the Syrdarya region. There were 545 craftsmen working in
these industries. The revenue of these more than thirty factories and plants amounted to 891 thousand rubles.
The total number of operating small-scale industries in the Syrdarya region amounted to 1,608. The total number
of craftsmen here has exceeded 3 thousand.

The total annual income of small enterprises amounted to more than 591 thousand funds [2]. After attracting
railway junctions to the territory of the Syrdarya region, the appearance of economic affairs changed. This, of
course, had a positive impact on the development of production. Even agricultural products were actively
involved in trade, contributing to the growth of its circulation area. At the same time, it should be noted that
cotton production plants have been given advantages. But no matter how much attention was paid and the need
was felt, it is unrealistic that the railways built in the Syrdarya region immediately increased the production
potential of the region. At first, the railways and settlements along them, although they had certain opportunities
for development, could not completely solve the aggravated problem. Because the construction of railways was
of great colonial importance. The task of transporting the raw materials of the region was clearly felt. Therefore,
even cotton production, which was occupied and all the conditions for development were created, was not fully
implemented. It was advantageous to use it only as a source of raw materials. Such historical continuity can be
traced in the policy of the Bolsheviks. For a colonizing country, it is not necessary for a colonial country to
develop to some extent and become an industrial country as a whole.

Such a pattern has not bypassed the Kazakh land. And in the current situation, the development of industries
in the Turkestan region, including the Syrdarya region, had many advantages. First of all, all sources of raw
materials were quite sufficient for him. Secondly, due to the development of production facilities in the Syrdarya
region, the possibility of selling finished products to nearby regions will increase. In the years under review, all
the lands of Central Asia needed the products of such industries. Thirdly, commodity production in the field of
agriculture will grow, as well as the pace of social and economic development of the region will increase [3].
However, tsarist Russia did not show much interest in the development of agriculture in the Syrdarya region.

Of course, the Russian peasants could not assimilate the types of farming that are characteristic of the
Syrdarya region. One of them was cotton farming, which we mentioned above. In addition, tsarist Russia did
not want to invest in the development of the agricultural sector of the region. On the contrary, attention was well
paid to the policy of "Russification" of the region, a lot of money was spent. However, in the second half of the
nineteenth century, on the territory of the Turkestan territory, the Syrdarya region began to pay attention to
agriculture. For example, F. Girs, "it is extremely important to provide the Turkestan region with an irrigation
system. The Government should allocate appropriate funds in this direction. The increase in irrigated land is also
of great importance for Russia. For this reason, the Government should provide land without an irrigation system
to individuals and members of society. They have to dig a ditch and exempt from taxes for 3 and 10 years until
they restore the irrigation system. After the deadline, as in other regions, taxes and fees begin to be paid” [4].
However, the initiative of F. Girs did not receive support from the government. We have listed the reasons for



this above. This initiative was especially important from the point of view of the development of desert territories
in the territory of the Syrdarya region. It is known that tsarist Russia did not interfere in the development of such
desert territories in the Syrdarya region. Such important matters are planned to be carried out only at the expense
of the state. For the development of the economic affairs of the Turkestan region, the Syrdarya region, the
allocation of funds from the state was really important.

He noted that General A.B. Vrevsky noted that "The Turkestan region is a region that lives in a dead end to
the Volume. The economy of the inhabitants is aimed solely at satisfying themselves. Despite the favorable natural
conditions of the region, agriculture is unlikely to develop without external financing. We must pull up railways to
all regions of the region and provide the Land with an irrigation system. Only at the expense of high costs can
agriculture be fully developed" [5]. Only since the beginning of the twentieth century, measures have been taken
to change the system of administrative and economic management of the Turkestan region. In 1905, the famous
researcher A.F. Gubarevich Rodabylsky proposed a new project for the management of the Turkestan region.

According to the draft, a colonial council was to be established, which was to include a standing committee.
Its members believed that in addition to political and administrative management in the region, they would pay
attention to the development of all types of economy. Interestingly, members from among local residents should
also be appointed to the councils for this project. 1/3 of the council members had to prepare a plan by
appointment from the local population not only to involve the region in management, but also to develop those
types of economy that they knew well. It was also believed that the colonial council to some extent facilitates
the administration of the Governor-General's province. It is said that it is the organization of the economy that
solves such pressing issues as the irrigation system.

In general, the management of the Syrdarya region of the Turkestan region has had a great impact on
agriculture. Because the office of the Turkestan region at the beginning of the twentieth century began to pay
special attention to strengthening ties between the regions. First of all, the links between the regions were
important primarily in terms of residents sharing their household products and meeting each other's needs. For
example, there are very few pasture lands in regions that grow cotton and various fruits and berries. Therefore,
livestock products should be supplied by other county residents of the Syrdarya region. However, looking at the
data from the beginning of the twentieth century, it can be noted that, taking into account the economic
characteristics in the region, the case for the supply of agricultural products to the population at affordable prices
has not yet been fully resolved.

For example, in 1912, according to the Minister of Agriculture A.V. Krioshein, agricultural products in the
Turkestan region were sold at inflated prices. For example, if the cost of one bushel of grain is 1 ruble 50 kopecks,
then before that they say that one grain was brought by residents for 45 kopecks [5]. In general, the Turkestan
region of the Syrdarya region is a region adapted for animal husbandry and partly for the cultivation of grain
crops. The land ownership of the inhabitants engaged in agriculture also had its own characteristics. According
to the regulation adopted in 1886, a peculiar order of land ownership of the inhabitants of the Syrdarya region
has developed. In particular, three types of private land ownership were fixed:

- Lands belonging only to the people themselves. Such lands were often irrigated and did not have large
sizes. For example, there were 5 dessiatines in the Ferghana region, 7 dessiatines in the Samarkand region, and
10 dessiatines in the Syrdarya region;

- State lands. Such lands were transferred to the nomads to run their own business;

- The Wagf lands. Such lands belonged to mosques and madrasas [6].

One of the main reasons for the lack of a tradition of large-scale land ownership in the Syrdarya region and
the Turkestan region as a whole is considered to be the development of these small land farms. Those who owned
small lands preferred all types of agriculture. Among them, along with small fruits, grain crops were cultivated,
which allowed agriculture, cotton growing and other irrigated lands. Undoubtedly, this type of agriculture
required a lot of work. Therefore, in areas where agriculture was preferred, there were no those who owned large
land holdings and were engaged in their cultivation. For comparison, among the regions belonging to the
Turkestan territory, the Syrdarya region included the land holdings of individuals. As we have already noted, its
volume has reached 10 tithes.

One of the important issues observed in the situation of agricultural development in the Syrdarya region of
the Turkestan Territory in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries is the irrigation system. In this region,
the issue of the irrigation system necessary for agriculture has become very relevant. This would allow, on the
one hand, to develop new lands on the territory of the Syrdarya region. And the development of new lands was
closely intertwined with the colonial policy of the tsarist government. The first Governor-General of the
Turkestan region K.P. Kaufman said: “the policy of colonization of the region, the issue of ownership of new
territories should go hand in hand with the preparation of an irrigation system".

Consequently, it can be said that the development of new territories also increased the political dominance
of the tsarist government. Of course, political dominance itself is a personal matter. Along with political
domination, the tsarist government did not ignore the issue of increasing agricultural land in the Syrdarya region



of the Turkestan Territory, thereby making a profit from an economic point of view. The idea that | would get
abundant profits from arable land if | did not develop an irrigation system was wrong. F. Geers also said that
"The Turkestan region cannot produce anything without water. With proper water regulation, it is possible to
ensure a comfortable life for the population. The people knew and realized the importance of the irrigation
system until now. For the same reason, the irrigated system acquires the importance of a national character in
the Turkestan region” [7]. One of the features was the irrigation system of cultivated areas on the territory of the
Syrdarya region of the Turkestan territory. In 1882, Governor-General M.G. Chernyaev abolished all laws and
regulations that had been in force before him regarding the irrigation system, and noted that according to the
rules of 1886, the case of using ditches, rivers and lakes as an irrigation system follows tradition [8].

In accordance with this rule, in 1888, a manual on the application of the water supply system was issued,
and the district leadership appointed elders responsible for the irrigation system. Tsarist Russia intended to turn
the Syrdarya region and the entire Turkestan region into an economic zone with great profit. However, this
region is distinguished by its ability to produce all types of agriculture. Along with gardening and sowing of
grain crops, much attention was paid to cotton growing. It's no secret that the royal administration, along with
agricultural products, planned to make generous profits, especially from cotton farming. Not only the Turkestan
region or other regions of Kazakhstan, but also the largest Russian industries, the Turkestan region was in dire
need of cotton products grown in the Syrdarya region. One of the notable points was that during this period,
Russia would have entered the American cotton industry to a certain extent. It was the Turkestan region,
including the Syrdarya region that wanted to eradicate this need for American cotton through the development
of cotton farming [9].

Factories located in Russia were also in great need of cotton from the Turkestan region. Agronomist N.
Malakhovsky gives the following information in his work: "cotton has become the main appearance of the
Turkestan region. The residents themselves needed the development of cotton growing in the Ferghana,
Samarkand and Syrdarya regions. For example, in 1906-1907, a total of 160 million rubles of agricultural goods
were exported from the Turkestan region, of which 135 million were related to cotton growing." It is clear that
even the local colonial apparatus of the king wanted to justify the expenses incurred by him through cotton
farming. To do this, the Turkestan region supported those who were engaged in growing cotton from local
residents in order to feel that they had compensation for the funds that were spent on their maintenance. Even
from local and central government periodicals, special articles were written revealing their importance to the
Russian Empire. Consequently, cotton farming is of particular importance not only for Russian production, but
also for the agriculture of local residents. However, a lot of work needs to be done for the further development
of cotton growing in the Turkestan region.

In addition to teaching the locals the new requirements for cotton farming, its seeds also had to be improved.
However, in the late X1X-early XX century, the quality of cotton grown in the Turkestan region was very low
compared to foreign cotton. Therefore, preference was given to the American breed, which is in demand on the
world market. In 1884, a breed called "Upland" was sown. Now not only residents of the Turkestan region, who
have long been engaged in cotton farming, but also settlers, merchants and even officials began to engage in
cotton production. The dream of growing cotton and making abundant profits has spread to everyone. There is
evidence that in those years cotton was sown on all irrigated lands of the Turkestan region [10]. Since cotton
farming was given importance on the scale of the empire, a railway was built to Samarkand.

However, the very high demand for cotton production has not improved the infrastructure of the Turkestan
region, including the Syrdarya region. Only the system of speculation was able to activate and develop heated
trade relations. Prices for irrigated land have also risen sharply. He noted that the local agronomist
A.Shakhnazarov: "the cost of land for cotton farming has risen significantly. For example, in the Ferghana
region, a tithe is 200-300 rubles "in the Syrdarya region, one tithe of land costs 150-200 rubles" [Shakhnazarov,
1900]. Of course, the growth in the number of residents who want to develop at a new pace and profit from it in
the territory of the Syrdarya region is a pleasant thing. However, during the period under review, wheat
cultivation began to slow down in the region. This, in turn, created a shortage of bread in the region.

The officials of the tsarist government made a mistake in organizing their economic affairs. According to
the statistics of 1901, One bushel of wheat was increased to 2 rubles 50 kopecks. For comparison, the cost of
one bushel of cotton was 1 ruble 80 kopecks. However, one bushel of cotton cost up to 2 rubles 50 kopecks.
However, we see that the first rates of cotton production have decreased. Indeed, in 1902, cotton crops were
reduced to 100 thousand dessiatines. Consequently, the pace began to fade, as in the first stage. VVarious measures
were taken to get out of the situation. One of them was the beginning of the construction of a railway between
Orenburg and Tashkent. The construction of this railway, on the one hand, helped to fill the shortage of bread,
and on the other hand, revived interest in cotton farming. Important factors were the construction of the railway,
high demand for cotton products, and the presence of special interest from residents. However, these factors did
not make cotton farming or cotton farming a cheap occupation [11]. At the end of the XIX-early XX century,
among the inhabitants of the Syrdarya region of the Turkestan territory, along with the usual types of agriculture,



crops of other industrial plants were started. For example, in the Tashkent district of the Syrdarya region, the
cultivation of plants that can be used in the production of sugar beet, tobacco, etc. began to develop.

In addition, long-standing horticulture, viticulture, and small-fruited agriculture developed rapidly.
Tashkent county was especially ahead in this regard. The first Governor-General of the Turkestan region, K.P.
von Kaufman, was well aware of the high economic potential of the region given to him. Of course, first of all,
he believed that by developing new lands of the Turkestan region, it was possible to strengthen the rule of tsarist
Russia in the region. Nevertheless, we believe that such actions of his have created conditions for the
development and Virgin direction of agriculture in the territory of the Syrdarya region of the Turkestan territory.
However, in general, the Turkestan region has its own peculiarities. Compared to other governors-general, the
Turkestan region is characterized by a dense location of people. Therefore, the settlement of Russian immigrants
was not particularly active compared to other regions. In addition, the resettled peasants were less active in
agriculture than the local population [12].

Because the local population used all the land suitable for agriculture and mastered agriculture in due
measure. Nevertheless, the arrival of Russian immigrants to the Turkestan region, in turn, led to certain changes
in the trends of agricultural development. The main change occurred in the provision of land for the translators
of the settlement. Since the main type of farming of the settlers was agriculture, it was planned to place them on
rivers and lakes, in forests. In turn, this decision created economic difficulties for people engaged in crop
production and agriculture in the region [13]. In Soviet historiography, there was an opinion that when providing
settlers with land, local residents did not touch the available land. Because when settling settlers, local residents
claim that they used unused land. In general, there were no "extra lands" in the traditional Kazakh society. It is
known that nomadic cattle breeding requires land necessary for periodic resettlement. However, this feature was
ignored by royal officials.

As a result, the resettlement policy has caused enormous damage, primarily to animal husbandry, including
nomadic cattle breeding. In 1910, a law was issued on the seizure of the "surplus” of the local population of the
Syrdarya region [14].

After this law, which harms animal hushandry, disagreements began to arise between the residents of the
Syrdarya region. Even between the adherents of nomadic cattle breeding and settlers, as well as local residents
and settlers engaged in agriculture, there were disagreements and conflicts. The conflict of the latter mainly
concerned the irrigation system. Mistakes were also made in the distribution of land between different types of
farms. For example, Kazakhs engaged in nomadic cattle breeding could not easily reach rivers and lakes,
pastures. Because the borders between the settled tribes and the nomads were divided without a plan.

On the contrary, the peasant settlers gave priority to factors such as the preservation of the border and its
absence. Here are two different positions in land ownership that would sooner or later lead to conflict. In case of
penetration of Kazakh settlers, adherents of nomadic cattle breeding, into the arable land, various fines were
imposed. Such things inevitably gave rise to things like misunderstandings between the local population and the
settlers. The migrants who moved to the territory of the Syrdarya region of the Turkestan territory, in most cases,
learned how to run economic affairs from local residents. However, in Soviet historiography, there was a false
opinion that the settlers taught the local population the culture of agriculture. In the report of A. A. Kaufman,
who visited the Turkestan region in the early twentieth century and noted that the first settlers, arriving at a new
place, had to learn a lot to master it. Here is information about the features of the area and the subtleties of
sowing, which we learned from the locals. Even those settlers who had conditions hired local Kazakhs to put the
irrigation system in order [15]. Undoubtedly, this indicates that the Kazakhs of the local Syrdarya region were
able to comprehensively master not only nomadic cattle breeding, but also agriculture.

Conclusion.

Thus, in the late X1X-early XX centuries, the trend of agricultural development in the Syrdarya region of
the Turkestan region was not unambiguous. They developed in different directions, contributed to the social and
economic development of the region. It has been established that the Syrdarya region consists of several counties.
The main thing is that the counties that are part of the region should give preference to types of agriculture,
depending on their natural and climatic conditions. Most of the territory of the region is made up of the local
population, which adheres to nomadic animal husbandry. In addition, agriculture was also in high demand. The
sowing of grain crops and melon, fruit and berry, and cotton farming also developed over time. The local
population has achieved great success in the development of animal husbandry. There was also a high proportion
of the local population in the development of agriculture. At the same time, we make a clear conclusion that
although the peasants who moved to the territory of the Syrdarya region contributed to the development of
agriculture, it did not have a decisive effect.
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