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HISTORY OF SOVIET CHILDHOQD:
CONTEMPORARY FOREIGN AND DOMESTICHISTORIOGRAPHY

Abstract

This article is one attempt to analyze contemporary scientific literature on Soviet childhood from an
anthropological perspective. It should be noted that the institution of childhood as a scientific field is gaining
momentum, but there is already a certain narrative. In the post-Soviet period, the scientific discourse of the
history of childhood has expanded considerably. The purpose of this article is to conduct an analytical review of
contemporary historical works devoted to the history of Soviet childnood. Results. At the present stage, there is
a lack of comprehensive studies with a multifaceted and polybiographical approach, demonstrating assessments
of changes in children's life experiences in different places, during different periods of Soviet history. The
analysis of contemporary historiography of the raised problem allows us to distinguish three main groups of
researches characterizing different aspects of the "Soviet project of childhood™ and peculiarities of its realization
in practice. The first group includes works that provide a cultural and historical analysis of Soviet childhood,
mostly through works on Soviet everyday life. The second group of studies is devoted to the Soviet state policy
in the field of childhood and its determinants. The next block demonstrates the socio-cultural institution of Soviet
childhood in Kazakhstan. The generalizing tendency of all directions is the attempt to overcome the established
myth of "happy Soviet childhood".
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HNCTOPUS COBETCKOI'O AETCTBA:
COBPEMEHHAS 3APYBEXKHASI U OTEYECTBEHHAS HCTOPUOI'PA®USA

Annomayus
JlaHHas cTaThs 071HA U3 MOMBITOK OCYIIECTBUTH aHAIN3 COBPEMEHHON HayUHOM JIUTEPATyphl IO COBETCKOMY
JIETCTBY C MO3UIIMK aHTpONoNIorui. Hajio oTMETHTE, YTO MHCTUTYT JAETCTBA KaKk HAy9YHOE HalpaBjIeHHE HaOMpaeT
000pOTHI, HO YK€ UMEETCsI ONPEACIICHHBIN HappaThB. B MOCTCOBETCKHI TIEPUO HAYYHBIH JHUCKYPC WCTOPHU
JICTCTBAa 3HAYMTENILHO pacimmpwics. Llems maHHoW CTaThd TPOBECTH AHATUTHYCCKHA 0030p COBPEMCEHHBIX
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WCTOPU-YECKHUX PaboT, TOCBSIIIEHHBIX MCTOPUH COBETCKOTO AeTcTBa. PesympraTtel. Ha coBpemeHHOM 3Tare
OTCYTCTBYIOT KOMIUIEKCHBIE WCCJIEIOBAHMA C MHOTOCTOPOHHHM ¥ TIOMHOHOrpauaeckuM  TIOIXOI0M,
JIEMOHCTPHUPYIOIIMI OLEHKM M3MEHEHUH B AETCKOM >KU3HEHHOM OIBITE, MIPOUCXOAIIEM B Pa3HbIX MECTax, B
pasHble TepUOMIBl COBETCKOM HCTOPUH. AHAIM3 COBPEMEHHOW HCTOpHOTpadHy TOCTABICHHOW MHPOOIIEeMBbI
TIO3BOJISIET BBIICIIUTH TPH OCHOBHBIE TPYIIIHI HCCIIEAOBAHIHN, XapaKTePU3YIOIINX Pa3HbIe aCIIeKThl «COBETCKOTO
MPOEKTa JIETCTBA» W OCOOEHHOCTH €r0 pealn3alliii Ha mpakTuke. K mepBoil rpymme OoTHOCATCS TpPYIbl, T
MPOBOJIUTCSL KyJIBTYPHO-MCTOPUYUECKHII aHAIT3 COBETCKOTO AETCTBA, B OCHOBHOM Yepe3 paloThI 10 COBETCKON
TIOBCEIHEBHOCTH. BTOpas rpyrima rccieJoBaHuiA TIOCBSIIIEHA COBETCKOM TOCYJAPCTBEHHON TTOJIMTHKE B 00JIACTH
JIETCTBA W ompenesstonmM ee (aktopam. Creayromuii OJOK JTeMOHCTPHUPYET COIMOKYIIBTYPHBIH HHCTUTYT
coBeTckoro gaercrBa B Kaszaxcrane. OOoOmiaromieil TeHICHIMEW BceX HAMpPaBICHHUN SIBISETCS TIOMBITKA
MPEOJIONIETh CIOXKUBILIHMHCS MH() «CUACTIIMBOTO COBETCKOTO JIETCTBAY.

KiroueBble cjioBa: ucTOpHYeckass HayKa, HWCTOpPHOTpadus, WCTOpUS [ETCTBA, ITOBCEIHEBHOCTH,
TOCYAapCTBEHHAs MTOJIUTHKA, UJICOJIOTHSL.

Bnazooapuocms: Hccreoosanue 6vinoniHeHo npu  uuarcosoll nooddepicke Komumema Hayku
Munucmepcmesa nayku u evicuieo oopazosanus Pecnyouxu Kazaxcman (epanm Ne AP19678146).
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KEHECTIK BAJIAJIBIK IAKTBIH TAPUXBI:
KA3IPI'I 3BAMAHFBI INETEJIIK )KOHE OTAH/IBIK TAPUXHAMA

Anoamna

Byn Makarna aHTpOMONOrHs TYPFBICIHAH KEHECTIK OAlIalTBIK IAK Typasibl 3aMaHayH FhUIBIME 91eOueTTep i
TaliayFa ThIPBICYIBIH Oipi. AiiTa KeTy Kepek, OanaiblK IIaK MHCTHTYTHI FEUTBIMU OaFBIT PETiH/IE KAPKbIH aTy/ia,
Oipak Oenrimi Oip xerictiktep Oap. [locT keHecTik Ke3eHze OaajbIK MIAK TAPUXBIHBIH FHUIBIMH JUCKYPCHI
aiitap-nbIkTail KeHewai. bysl MakanaHblH MakcaThl KEHECTIK OajlajblK IIaK TapUXblHA apHAJIFaH 3aMaHayu
TapHUXH KYMBICTapFa aHATUTHKAJIBIK 10Ty skacay. Hotmkenep. Kazipri ke3eHie KeHeCTiK TapUXThIH SpTYpIi
Ke3eH-JIepiH/Ie OpTYpii JKepliepAe OOINBINT KaTKaH OaiajapIblH OMIpIiK ToKIpUOeciHIeri esrepicTepmi
Oarasay bl KOPCETETIH KOII )KaKThI )KaHE MOJTMOMOrpadUsIIBLIK TICLT MEH KEIICH Il 3epTTeyJIep KoK, MacelieHiH
3aMaHayy TapUXHAMAChIH Tajiay "KEHECTIK OaylaJiblK IIaK jKOOAChIHBIH" SPTYPJIi aCHEKTLIEPIH )KOHE OHBI iC
JKY3IHIE KY3ere achbIpyIbIH €peKIIeNKTEepiH CUMATTalThIH YII HETi3ri 3epTTey TOOBIH aHbIKTayFa MYMKIHJIIK
Oepeni. bipiHIi TONKa KEHECTIK OaNlalbIK MAKTHIH MOJCHU-TAPUXH Talaybl, HETi3iHEH KEHECTIK KYHICTIKTI
KYMBIC apKbUIbI JKYPTi3UIeTiH KYMBICTAp Kipeli. 3epTTey/iH eKiHmI ToObl OanamiblK IIaKTaFbl KEHECTIK
MEMJICKETTIK casicaTKa »XoHEe OHbl aHBIKTAWTHIH (akTopnapra apHairaH. Keneci Omoxtel Kazakcranmarbl
KEHECTIK OanaliblK IIaKThIH JICYMETTIK-MOJICHH MHCTUTYTHI Kepcereni. bapiplk OarbITrapabiH skambuiaMa
TEHJICHIIUSCHI - "0aKbITThI KEHECTIK OataybIK makK'" MUQIH )KEeHyTe ThIPHICY.

KinT ce3nep: Tapux FhUIBIMBL, TApHXHAMA, OANANBIK IIAK TAPHXbI, KYHICTIKTI OMip, MEMJICKETTIK cascar,
UJICOJIOTHSI.

Anzvic aiimy: 3epmmeyee Kazaxcman Pecnybnuxacwt folnvim dwcone dicozapul OiiM MUHUCMPIICIHIK
Founvim komumemi xapoicwinaii Konoay kepcemmi (eparum Ne AP 19678146).

Introduction. The topic of childhood, being interdisciplinary, for a long time was in the focus of
attention and was the object of study of pedagogy, sociology, psychology and philosophy. Only with the
development of historical anthropology this phenomenon attracted the attention of historians. With the
publication of F. Arjes's work "The Child and the Family under the Old Order", childhood began to be
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perceived not only as a stage in human life, but as a social phenomenon with its own history. The history
of childhood as a direction was actively developed in foreign historiography. As for Russian historiography,
it is considered that it is approaching the formalization of this direction in its structure. Kazakhstan's
historical science is marked by only fragmentary studies touching on certain aspects related to children's
history.

Materials and Methods. Due to the historiographical nature of the article, a number of
historiographical methods were used. This historical-comparative method allowed us to analyze the
dynamics of research on the history of childhood, to trace the general and special in the studies of scientists.
The historical-typological method allowed us to divide the entire body of historical works on childhood,
using this method we identified three groups of works on the history of Soviet childhood. The historical
and systematic method for the problem of research allowed us to demonstrate the influence of political and
ideological factors on the analyzed publications.

Implementation of the principle of historicism made it possible to consider the stated topic in the
research throughout, as the topic became the object of study, it is the mid-twentieth century to the present.
At the same time, the views of scholars on the history of childhood were considered in relation to other
processes.

Discussion. Sinova I.V. analyzes Russian and foreign historiography on childhood in the period from
the second half of the XIX to the beginning of the XX century, noting that the history of childhood at that
time was not widely reflected in scientific historical research and now this topic is of sourceological interest
[1, p. 25].

M.V. Romashova, analyzing the research on the phenomenon of childhood in the Soviet period,
identifies the main themes: concepts of childhood, reflecting the changing views of adults about children
and their place in society and the reconstruction of the world of children as historical objects and subjects,
leaving different testimonies about themselves [2].

O.E. Kosheleva considers the influence of the ideas of F. Aries' book "The Child under the Old Order"
on Russian and foreign studies of childhood history, considering it fair to conclude that they paid attention
to childhood as a subject of research only in passing [3, p.26]. E.V. Burlutskaya gives an overview of the
historiography of childhood and believes that the study of such a multidimensional phenomenon as the
world of children is most effective in the context of social history [4, p.151].

Among foreign researchers we can single out the work of Kelly K., who considered some specific
problems of research on the history of childhood, noting that social history and ethnography are useful in
research on the history of childhood [5]. Similarly, historiographical problems were raised by Ping-chen
Xiong, Margaret L. King, and Bianca Premo [6,7,8]. The expansion of source material was considered by
D. Hodgson. In his article he considers the possibility of greater use by historians of children's drawings as
documentary evidence. Children are still seen but not heard for much of history, and efforts to address this
problem are hampered by a well-known source problem [9].

Results. An analysis of contemporary historiography allows us to distinguish three main groups of
studies characterizing different aspects of the "Soviet project of childhood" and the peculiarities of its
implementation in practice.

1. Cultural and Historical Analysis of Soviet Childhood. This group of studies includes works devoted
directly to the history of Soviet childhood. In the works of the Soviet period in the USSR this topic was
practically not investigated. Under ideological pressure on the authors, the conclusions and results of their
publications were reduced to stating the continuous growth of social security and improvement of children's
living conditions during the period of developed socialism.

In the early 1990s, myths about a happy Soviet childhood began to be debunked, criticizing the
activities of the Pioneer organization, which too early involved children in the social and political life of
the country and manipulated the immature consciousness of children. A new stage in the study of the history
of Soviet childhood begins, and the scope of research is greatly expanded.

In contemporary literature one can encounter different opinions about the level of development of such
a historiographic trend as the history of childhood in Russia and the former Soviet republics. Some authors
believe that it is too early to talk about the existence of such a subject area of study, while others use specific
examples to prove its active formation on the basis of the legacy of F. Aries and his followers.

I1. 1. Arapova draws attention to some contradictions in the study of children's daily life in the Soviet
period. In particular, she notes that school everyday life has been studied much more extensively than
extracurricular activities. Meanwhile, the reconstruction of extracurricular everyday life is of particular
importance because the street, the family, and additional education also acted as crucial factors in both
socialization and ideological "processing” of Soviet children's worldview [10, p.30]. M.V. Romashova



gives a more detailed assessment of contemporary Russian historiography of Soviet childhood and the main
approaches to the study of childhood history [2].

Among the most recent studies of children's everyday life in the Soviet period are the works of V. D.
Kupriyanov and A. V. Kudryashev. In particular, in a series of articles by V. D. Kupriyanov on the basis
of structured interviews the author carries out a historical reconstruction of romantic relationships and
friendship of Soviet schoolchildren in pioneer camps, the image of pioneer counselors in the 1960-80s, the
relationship between child and adult in a pioneer camp. [11, 12]. The author drew on 139 interviews of
respondents born between 1953 and 1973 across Russia in 2017-2019. The study pays special attention to
the very common situation when a trip to a pioneer camp was undesirable for a child. The author concludes
that in most cases (75%) children's reactive behavioral strategies did not involve independent overcoming
of discomfort, for example, escape from the camp, but were expressed in various pranks. The reaction of
the pioneer leaders to the pranks, in most cases, was limited to formal and normative measures [11, p.52].

A. On the basis of his analysis of periodicals from the 1920s-60s, Kudryashev reconstructs a prototype
of the modern "zatseping"-child pranks on city transportation. This study is of interest in the context of the
author's analysis of the systematic work of the authorities and public organizations, which was carried out
in order to combat children's injuries on transport and often also appealed to ideological tools of influence
on teenagers [13]. In another of his works, A. V. Kudryashev attempted to reconstruct changes in the lives
of Soviet schoolchildren in the 1960s and 1970s. The example of chewing gum shows such historical trends
as the global "consumer revolution," fluctuations in official discourse under the pressure of social realities,
and the Cold War [14]. Another interesting work by this researcher, co-authored with B. V. Kupriyanov is
devoted to the reconstruction of extracurricular everyday life of Soviet children in 1959-1988 based on the
materials of the most popular children's newspaper Pionerskaya Pravda. The authors highlight classic
subjects for children's Soviet periodicals - adventures, dreams and fantasies, ritual practices and behavioral
scenarios, external appearance and clothing, and gender differences of Soviet pioneers [15].

Using the concept of socialist realism as an interpretive framework, M. Riithers explores the visual
construction of the space of "happy Soviet childhood" in provincial contexts. The sources of the study were
photo albums of pioneer summer camps of the 1960s and 1970s, located in the Southern Urals and the
Moscow region, as well as interviews with former camp leaders. It is especially noteworthy that the albums
carried an ideological orientation, as they were prepared for regional contests for the best camp held by
local party divisions. The paper focuses on the social practices of selecting and placing photographs and
combining them with certain slogans and symbolic emblems. In addition, the author emphasizes the
importance of pioneer camps as an important component of the Soviet cult of "happy childhood"[16].

In modern historiography of childhood there is a separate direction devoted to the history of children's
everyday life in the so-called "epoch of Russian disasters™ - the period of wars and revolutions. During such
periods, children were especially vulnerable, often found themselves on the street and involved in vagrancy,
fraud, theft, and were drawn into the adult criminal environment, alcoholism, and drug addiction. For
example, A. Byford emphasizes that under conditions of revolutionary and military upheaval children
became one of the most important "pillars" (in Foucault's sense) of mass intervention. It involved the
involvement of relatively new forms of knowledge, experience, treatment and care as an explicit response
to conditions that were experienced and presented as conditions of social crisis and collapse. Using the
example of the "epidemic” of child suicides diagnosed after the 1905 Revolution, the detrimental
psychological impact on children of World War I, and the Soviet government's fight against child
criminality after the Civil War, the author shows the effects of internal and external shocks on children's
daily lives [17]. Julie K. deGraffenried analyzes the priority problems and components of a child's everyday
life using the example of “sacrificial childhood™" during the Great Patriotic War [18].

J. Wojdon in his monograph analyzes the impact on Soviet schoolchildren of Communist propaganda
through such a common tool as a reading book the author analyzes in detail the works of researchers dealing
with propaganda, censorship, education, childhood, and the everyday life of Soviet schoolchildren. He
concludes that literature, including textbooks, was one of the most common means of ideological influence
on schoolchildren and of forming the stereotypes of consciousness 'needed” by the authorities.
Emphasizing the enormous role of schools in the process of socialization of children, the author notes that
in the conditions of total poverty and the predominance of the rural population in the USSR, textbooks were
often the first and only books for many children. This was actively exploited by Soviet propaganda,
spreading "ideological stamps" in educational literature [19].

This article by S. Rajagopalan analyzes a selection of Russian digital video remixes of childhood from
the late Soviet period that have been collected and posted online. In their creative and thoughtful structuring
of images, these videos are intended to evoke resonant nostalgic memories for viewers. Three themes



emerge in these videos, suggesting that this phase of life in the late Soviet Union had positive qualities: the
sociality and healthy concerns, the longevity and accessibility of things, and the historical specificity (in
other words, Sovietness) of the experience. The commentary videos below represent an emotional memory
site where nostalgia is paramount, but it must enter into dialogue with other competing emotions about the
Soviet past in the mnemonic space of video sharing platforms. As a result, the emotional online work of
remembering childhood becomes controversial and deeply political [20].

The first attempts to study certain aspects of Soviet children's everyday life are also characteristic of
studies devoted to children of the former Soviet republics. Such studies are especially important because
they help us realize the multidimensionality of the problem posed and reveal the specifics of the
development of the Soviet periphery, which in some cases was in opposition to the central government.
Thus, the article I. Skubii explores toys and their consumer spaces as part of the history of early Soviet
childhood in Ukraine. Particular attention is paid to the influence of Communist ideology on the definition
of the role of toys in the education of children. In doing so, it highlights various spaces created in Ukraine
for the collective consumption of children and the material world of play, such as the children's department
of the central department store and the Palace of Pioneers. The author proves that the low purchasing power
of households and underdeveloped light industry made handmade play products an integral element of
children's material culture, as well as an important part of children's everyday consumption practices. In
the 1930s, growing tensions within Soviet society, Europe, and the world led to the militarization of
childhood and the increased role of war toys [21].

A. Dolghi analyzes the formation of ethnology of childhood in the Republic of Moldova. The author
notes that despite the fact that there are many sources for the study of Soviet childhood, it has not become
the subject of a separate study. The work identifies key themes in the history of children's everyday life,
the elucidation of which will contribute to a comprehensive understanding of ethno-social and cultural
processes in the Soviet Socialist Republic of Moldova: the value universe of Soviet children; the family
and state institutions in the life of children; the everyday life of children in educational institutions; the
ideological content of educational programs and school textbooks; institutionalization of children through
boarding schools and the social and political role of kindergartens and nurseries; games and toys of children;
office [22, p.93].

2. State ideology in the field of Soviet childhood. This group of studies is devoted to the Soviet state
policy in the field of childhood and its determinants.

A few years ago the undisputed leader of this direction was English historian Kelly, who argued that
nowhere else was childhood experience as culturally and politically rich as in the USSR, but the history of
Soviet childhood does not contradict the general processes of modernization of childhood in the West [23,
24]. The author has published a number of works in which she actively investigated the dependence of the
history of childhood on steep turns of Soviet ideology and politics. In recent years there are many new
researches supplementing, and in some cases - refuting - conclusions of K. Kelly.

M. Winkler views Stalinist state policy on childhood as a highly debatable issue. In her view, the
history of children's everyday life in Russia is in its infancy and cannot compete with the vast amount of
British and American studies of childhood. The author draws attention to the fact that a number of historians
perceive Stalin's child policy in an extremely generalized way, while there is a very well argued opinion
that the ideal of a "happy childhood" in the pre-war years did not survive after the summer of 1941, but was
instead transformed into a new ideology of “sacrificial childhood". Accordingly, this monograph analyzes
childhood under Stalinism from the perspective of different historiographical approaches [25].

According to 1. Silova and Palandjian, children were a key element in the Soviet project of empire
building, the reconfiguration of childhood, and the reconstruction of the colonial space itself. Children of
different nationalities within the Soviet republics were supposed to be united by the Russian language and
a sense of Soviet patriotism expressed in political slogans such as "friendship of all,” "interethnic equality,"
and "internationalism." Educational programs and activities were used to promote the social and cultural
"fusion™ of all ethnic groups on the basis of the Russian language and culture. At the same time, the Soviet
empire proclaimed the idea of "unity in diversity,” granting national minorities the right to self-
determination and some political autonomy in a socialist context. Drawing on postcolonial theory and
critical geography research, this article analyzes how primers and the first Russian language textbooks of
Russia, Armenia, Latvia, and Ukraine were used to shape Soviet childhood by ordering the minds, bodies,
and habits of children and by "placing" them in the space and time of empire. In doing so, the aim of the
study was to identify continuities, contradictions, and gaps in the vision of Soviet childhood - and Soviet
future in general - by traveling from the center of the empire (Moscow) to its geographically diverse
peripheries (Armenia, Latvia and Ukraine) [26].



Another recent work by I. Silova is devoted to the political socialization of children under the
conditions of the Soviet project of nation-state building The peculiarities of this process were the
simultaneous formation of a Soviet identity while promoting national languages and cultures. This
ambitious nation-building project was clearly stated in the official school curriculum and was further
developed through children's participation in political youth organizations. But children also learned about
Soviet statehood through everyday practices. The author focuses on seemingly inconspicuous
manifestations of nationalism, based on children's memories of the "destruction” of national foundations.
This could be reflected in everyday experiences of wearing (or not wearing) a bow or exchanging jokes
about bows in girls' hair [27].

A. Byford raises the problem of emphasizing ethno-racial differences in Soviet children. This was
done within the framework of a special direction called "pedology of national minorities”. Such an
approach, according to the author, was part of the policy of the Soviet state to integrate the "backward"
population of the outskirts into the political system of the country. It implied accelerated economic, social,
and cultural "development” of peripheral regions. The author studied the "pedology of national minorities"
through the examples of Uzbek children in Tashkent, Tatar children in Moscow, and children of remote
ethnicities in Siberia. In attempting to describe and compensate for the contradictory relationship between
normative "deviations" among Soviet children (who were supposed to be unified into a single political unit,
primarily by expanding and standardizing the Soviet educational system) and ethno-racial "differences"
among them in the specific context of early Soviet national policy, which aimed to combine a union federal
structure with the ethno-national principle, the new trend of pedology encountered a knot of contradictions.
The author of the article proves that this contradiction between "deviations" and "differences” reflected the
central dilemma of Soviet modernity as a sociopolitical experiment: how to combine universalizing
thinking and utopian aspirations with the "imperial” reality of haphazard diversity [28].

S. Pitkénen explores how photographs of leaders with children were used to propagandize the ideals
of the USSR and Nazi Germany. The study was based on an analysis of two magazines, the Soviet
propaganda magazine USSR at the construction site and the German women's magazine N.S. Frauen-Warte.
The methodological basis of the study was the theory of representation by cultural theorist Stuart Hall. In
the images related to children in the two magazines, not only certain similarities, but also significant
differences were identified. Children were used to visualize - as well as to construct - the socialist or
national-socialist idyll. They were also represented in photographs showing achievements in various fields,
such as industry, housing, and nutrition. Moreover, Stalin and Hitler often posed in photographs with
children, presenting themselves as creators of the future. Children were symbols of the coming new era,
and the past was often portrayed in a bad light in both magazines. In the Third Reich, however, a more
distant, mythical past was idealized, and imagined families of this distant past were often reconstructed as
families of the future. In the Soviet Union during the period of construction, modern Soviet families were
presented as idealized versions of the larger family of all Soviet peoples. In both magazines, pictures of
children carried a certain semantic load, demonstrating that dreams of a better life would come true in the
near future [29].

A study by K. Beger shows how a change in the USSR's foreign policy course may have changed the
orientation of state policy on childhood as well. In particular, by calling for "peaceful coexistence" in 1956,
Nikita Khrushchev ended the Soviet Union's long isolation. His turn in foreign policy did not go unnoticed
at the famous Soviet pioneer camp Artek. Annual international summer shifts began to take place in Artek,
and from the late 1950s children's delegations from both socialist and capitalist countries were invited to
the camp. Consisting of a variety of activities aimed at promoting internationalism, friendship and
solidarity, these shifts were aimed at creating a peaceful and unbiased image of the Soviet Union. The
author analyzes unofficial pioneer contacts with peers from around the world, which sometimes
contradicted official camp goals and challenged the staged celebration of socialist internationalism [30].

Within this historiographic strand are works devoted to identifying the specifics of state policy on
childhood in the various Soviet republics. The study by J. Ulinskaité uses the method of oral history to
analyze memories of the imposition of discipline in post-Stalinist Soviet Lithuania. Similar practices were
extended to children as well. According to surveys, special attention was paid to discipline formation in
schools. In addition to the fact that the discipline of schoolchildren was shaped by teachers, their efforts
were supplemented by the “invisible discipline of the collective.” The author notes the ambiguous
consequences of the widespread imposition of the cult of discipline - a sense of complete uncertainty in
society, the contradictions between the individual and the collective, lack of understanding of who can be
trusted. The greatest impact of totalitarian discipline was that children effectively internalized it and became
its supporters [31].



The work 1. Kestere, capturing and systematizing the experience of Soviet Latvia from 1945-1985, is
devoted to finding an answer to the question of how the concept of forming a new Soviet man was presented
and implemented in schools and how such a "state order" was perceived by teachers and students. The
corpus of the study includes 26 textbooks, 265 school photographs, and 367 student questionnaires. Four
discursive blocks of the "New Soviet Man" project were identified in order to realize the goals of the study,
including sociobiological (gender, body, sexuality, and health), social (social class), spatial (nationality),
and discourse of individuality (personality, character traits). Given that dictatorship inevitably generates
conflicts of interest and resistance, the study allowed the authors to discover some minimal opportunities
for the oppressed to express themselves. In particular, examples of student and teacher resistance to the
creation of the new Soviet man were found, among them horizontal solidarity, avoidance, and slipping into
the "gray zone." [32].

3. Sociocultural institution of the Soviet childhood in Kazakhstan. This block of research is related to
the study of the history of childhood in Soviet Kazakhstan. It should be noted that the historiographical
direction noted by us is at the stage of formation and is implemented, mainly, by foreign historians, and not
purposefully. Some aspects of the raised problem, and in particular, the Soviet pedagogical education in
Kazakhstan are analyzed in the study of O. Fimyar [33]. The author is based on the literature on Soviet
education, interview data and respondents’ experience in the Soviet school. Accordingly, a significant part
of teachers' memories is related to Soviet children, the role of school in their socialization, educational work
with them, their leisure activities. A key advantage of analyzing teachers' beliefs through the double lens
of political sociology and autoethnography is the ability to capture their approaches to teaching and learning
and the dependence of these approaches on the ideological orientation of state policy in the USSR. In M.
A. Blackwood examines the personal papers of Fatima Gabitova, a writer and educator who became a
victim of Stalinist repression as the "wife of an enemy of the people” in the Kazakh SSR. Her writings,
which include journals, poems, letters, and memoir essays, could not help but touch on certain aspects of
her Soviet childhood. The author believes that the formation of F. Gabitova's personality is an example of
the fact that her childhood was influenced by the realities of life under Stalinism, but ultimately was not
determined by the parameters of the Soviet system. Her memoirs are also interesting because she was
familiar with the cultural and political elite of Kazakhstan, respectively, observed the realities of Soviet
childhood in this environment. In general, according to the author, F. Gabitova's archive reflected the broad
contradictions of Stalinism as a system that was both repressive and partisan.

Special works on the history of Soviet childhood in Kazakhstan are still insufficient. The dissertation
research of A. Kulakhmetova aims to analyze the diverse perceptions of childhood in Kazakhstan. The
author relies on various primary data, including in-depth interviews and surveys. The methodological basis
of the work was formed by the concepts of sociology of childhood, which consider the state of childhood
as a social experience. Although the dissertation predominantly examines state policy towards children
after independence, a separate chapter is devoted to the Soviet project of childhood in Kazakhstan and the
role played by children in traditional Kazakh families [34].

In the thesis of M. V. Kasikci examines children and childhood in Soviet Kazakhstan from 1928 to
1953. Exploring the images of children and for children, as well as focusing on the fate of children, the
author questions the success of the Soviet regime in creating a new Soviet man. He suggests that the
significance of Soviet ideological and cultural policies in the periphery was very limited, as mass violence
and destruction took place in parallel. World War 1l mobilized Central Asians and integrated the masses
into the Soviet social structure and political system. Numerous segments of Soviet society embraced the
ideals of patriotism largely as a result of the war experience. Such an approach predetermines the need to
reconsider the nature of Sovietization in Central Asia by questioning the priority role of communist
ideology and the Cultural Revolution in shaping Soviet identity. The study brings together images of
childhood, children's everyday experiences, and the memory of childhood. It provides a deeper and more
comprehensive account of Sovietization in Central Asia and contributes to an understanding of Soviet
childhood in the periphery. In addition, the author shows how images and discourses created in the center
of the country have been adapted to local conditions and highlights the multiplicity of childhood
experiences in the Soviet Union. In doing so, he makes the important point that local conditions shaped the
world of childhood in Kazakhstan as much as central government policies did. The study shifts the focus
on the problem of Sovietization from the cultural and intellectual elite to ordinary people [35].

Conclusion. Thus, analyzing the above studies, we can conclude that reference to the history of Soviet
childhood in the works of domestic and international scholars is associated with a rethinking of the Soviet
past in the context of values and behavioral patterns shaped by state ideology in the younger generation.



In general, the study of the interrelation of institutions and approaches in the implementation of Soviet
state strategies for childhood was determined by the qualities of the Soviet child being formed. First, the
Soviet child should be a patriot, espousing the communist views of the ruling party, committed to the ideas
of the socialist state. Second, the vector of state ideology was directed toward the education of labor values,
supplemented by such qualities as justice, will, and collectivism in the context of Soviet socialist realism
and by the examples of Soviet heroes and the exposure of capitalist anti-heroes.

In summarizing research on the institution of Soviet childhood in Kazakhstan, we should note, first,
the growing interest in rethinking ideas about the universality of the Soviet child and the Stalinist era model
of "happy childhood," and second, the substantiation of the institution of Soviet childhood in Kazakhstan
as part of historical experience, which has often remained undocumented.

In general, the history of Soviet childhood, both in the entire post-Soviet space and directly in
Kazakhstan, is in its formative stage. Soviet policy in the sphere of childhood in 1945-1965 has also been
studied rather fragmentarily and mostly by foreign researchers. The historiographical situation around the
history of children's everyday life serves as another fact confirming the relevance of the problem posed.
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